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Stressing the interdisciplinary, public-policy oriented character of
Cultural Resource Management (CRM), which is not merely
“applied archaeology,” this short, relatively uncomplicated
introduction is aimed at emerging archaeologists. Drawing on fiftyplus years’ experience, and augmented by the advice of fourteen
collaborators, Cultural Resource Management explains what “CRM
archaeologists” do, and explores the public policy, ethical, and
pragmatic implications of doing it for a living.

History: A Very Short Introduction
This clear and concise new introduction examines all the major
debates and issues using a wide range of well-known examples. It
discusses the challenge of using verbal and written language to
analyse a visual form. Dana Arnold also examines the many
different ways of writing about art, and the changing boundaries of
the subject of art history. Topics covered include the canon of Art
History, the role of the gallery, 'blockbuster' exhibitions, the
emergence of social histories of art (Feminist Art History or Queer
Art History, for example), the impact of photography, and the
development of Art History using artefacts such as the altarpiece,
the portrait, or pornography, to explore social and cultural issues
such as consumption, taste, religion, and politics. Importantly, this
book explains how the traditional emphasis on periods and styles
originates in western art production and can obscure other critical
approaches, as well as art from non western cultures. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
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Byzantium
Today many people take reading for granted, but we remain some
way off from attaining literacy for the global human population.
And whilst we think we know what reading is, it remains in many
ways a mysterious process, or set of processes. The effects of
reading are myriad: it can be informative, distracting, moving,
erotically arousing, politically motivating, spiritual, and much,
much more. At different times and in different places reading means
different things. In this Very Short Introduction Belinda Jack
explores the fascinating history of literacy, and the opportunities
reading opens. For much of human history reading was the preserve
of the elite, and most reading meant being read to. Innovations in
printing, paper-making, and transport, combined with the rise of
public education from the late eighteenth century on, brought a
dramatic rise in literacy in many parts of the world. Established
links between a nation's levels of literacy and its economy led to the
promotion of reading for political ends. But, equally, reading has
been associated with subversive ideas, leading to censorship
through multiple channels: denying access to education, controlling
publishing, destroying libraries, and even the burning of authors and
their works. Indeed, the works of Voltaire were so often burned that
an enterprising Parisian publisher produced a fire-proof edition,
decorated with a phoenix. But, as Jack demonstrates, reading is a
collaborative act between an author and a reader, and one which can
never be wholly controlled. Telling the story of reading, from the
ancient world to digital reading and restrictions today, Belinda Jack
explores why it is such an important aspect of our society. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
Page 3/24

How To Download eBook Archaeology A Very
Short Introduction Very Short Introductions
challenging topics highly readable.

A Companion to Chinese Archaeology
The tide is the greatest synchronised movement of matter on our
planet. Every drop of seawater takes part in tidal motion, driven by
the gravitational pull of the moon and sun. At the coast, we see the
tide as a twice-daily rise and fall of sea level that moves the edge of
the sea up and down a beach or cliff-face. In some places, the tide is
small but at others it can rise in a few hours by the height of a three
storey building; it then has to be treated with great respect by those
who live and work by the sea. In this Very Short Introduction David
George Bowers and Emyr Martyn Roberts explore what we know
about the tides. Blending clear explanations of well known tidal
phenomena with recent insights in the deep ocean and coastal seas,
Bowers and Roberts use examples from around the world, to tell the
story of the tide, considering its nature and causes, its observation
and prediction, and unusual tides and their relevance. They explore
why tides have attracted the attention of some of the world's
greatest scientists, from the initial challenge of explaining why there
are two tides a day when the moon and sun pass overhead just once;
a problem that was solved by Isaac Newton. In the 19th century,
scientists unravelled the rhythms of the tide; good tidal predictions
in the form of tide tables were then possible. The predictions were
made on beautiful tide predicting machines constructed of brass and
mahogany, some of which can still be seen in maritime museums.
In the 20th century, the importance of tides as mixers of sea water
became evident. As Bowers and Roberts explore, tidal mixing of the
ocean is essential for maintaining its deep circulation, a key part of
the climate-control system of our planet. In inshore waters, tidal
mixing enhances biological productivity, influences sea temperature
and turbidity and creates dramatic features such as maelstroms and
tidal bores. In the 21st century, space probes are examining the
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effects of tidal processes on the moons of Jupiter and Saturn and the
possibility of tidally-heated liquid oceans with their own
ecosystems. Looking to the cutting edge of tidal research, Bowers
and Roberts also consider how we can study the role of the tide in
the geological and biological evolution of our own planet with
innovative computer models. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

Tides
Conceived by Chris Grey as an antidote to conventional textbooks,
each book in the ‘Very Short, Fairly Interesting and Reasonably
Cheap’ series takes a core area of the curriculum and turns it on its
head by providing a critical and sophisticated overview of the key
issues and debates in an informal, conversational and often
humorous way.

Classical Literature
The second edition highlights recent developments in the field and
includes a new chapter on archaeology beyond mainstream
academia. It also integrates more examples from popular culture,
including mummies, tattoos, pirates, and global warming.

A Very Short, Fairly Interesting and Reasonably Cheap
Book About Human Resource Management
Enzymes are the molecular machines that make life possible.
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Working as catalysts, teams of enzymes carry out the processes that
power the bodies of living things, from making DNA to digesting
food. This book explains what enzymes are, what they do, and how
they do it, from enzymes inside our cells to those in washing
powders and food production.

Archaeology
In this Very Short Introduction, Sebastian Amyes explores the
nature of bacteria. As a fundamental branch of life, they inhabit
every part of the Earth's surface. Amyes examines their origin and
evolution, bacteria in the environment, and bacteria and disease, to
demonstrate the fundamental role they play in our existence.

Mathematics: A Very Short Introduction
The tradition of ancient philosophy is a long, rich and varied one, in
which a constant note is that of discussion and argument. This book
introduces readers to some ancient debates to engage with the
ancient developments of some themes. Getting away from the
presentation of ancient philosophy as a succession of Great
Thinkers, the book gives readers a sense of the freshness and
liveliness of ancient philosophy, and of its wide variety of themes
and styles. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Cultural Resource Management
Economics has the capacity to offer us deep insights into some of
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the most formidable problems of life, and offer solutions to them
too. Combining a global approach with examples from everyday
life, Partha Dasgupta describes the lives of two children who live
very different lives in different parts of the world: in the Mid-West
USA and in Ethiopia. He compares the obstacles facing them, and
the processes that shape their lives, their families, and their futures.
He shows how economics uncovers these processes, finds
explanations for them, and how it forms policies and solutions.
Along the way, Dasgupta provides an intelligent and accessible
introduction to key economic factors and concepts such as
individual choices, national policies, efficiency, equity,
development, sustainability, dynamic equilibrium, property rights,
markets, and public goods. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

Viruses: A Very Short Introduction
Fire is rarely out of the headlines, from large natural wildfires
raging across the Australian or Californian countrysides to the
burning of buildings such as the disasters of Grenfell tower and
Notre Dame. Fire on these scales can represent a serious risk to
human life and property. But the advent of fire made and controlled
by humans also represented a crucial point in our evolution,
allowing us to cook our food, forge our weapons, and warm our
homes. This Very Short Introduction covers the fundamentals of
fire, whether wild or under human control, starting with the basics
of ignition, combustion, and fuel. Andrew Scott considers both
natural wildfires and the role of humans in making and suppressing
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fire. Despite frightening reports of wildfire destruction, he also
shows how landscape fires have been part of our planet's history for
400 million years, and do not always have to be extinguished. He
also considers the problem of fires in urban settings, including new
ways to prevent fires. The cost of wildfire can be steep - as well as
the burning, post-fire erosion and flooding can have a great impact
on both humans and the environment. It can also have a lasting
effect in shaping ecosystems and plant life. Scott ends by examining
the relationship between fire and the climate, and considering the
future of wildfire in a warming world. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.

Economics: A Very Short Introduction
Examines the origins of life on Earth and the search for
extraterrestrial life, through an understanding of the factors that
have allowed life to exist on this planet and the commonalities on
others that may enable life elsewhere.

Sociolinguistics: A Very Short Introduction
Illustrated thoroughly, Biomolecular Archaeology is the first book
to clearly guide students through the study of ancient DNA: how to
analyze biomolecular evidence (DNA, proteins, lipids and
carbohydrates) to address important archaeological questions. The
first book to address the scope and methods of this new crossdisciplinary area of research for archaeologists Offers a completely
up-to-date overview of the latest research in this innovative subject
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Guides students who wish to become biomolecular archaeologists
through the complexities of both the scientific methods and
archaeological goals. Provides an essential component to
undergraduate and graduate archaeological research

Biomolecular Archaeology
Conceived by Chris Grey and written to get you thinking, the “Very
Short, Fairly Interesting and Reasonably Cheap” series offers an
informal, conversational, accessible yet sophisticated and critical
overview of what you find in conventional textbooks. The Second
Edition of Studying Organizations guides the reader through the
cacophony of competing perspectives and models of leadership;
now updated with expanded discussion of hot topics like
followership, gender, ethics, authenticity and leadership and the
arts, set against the backdrop of the global financial crisis. Suitable
for students, researchers and practitioners studying leadership
across all disciplines.

A Companion to the Archaeology of the Ancient Near
East
"A trip through time and around the globe to more than 100 major
sites of archaeological importance"--

Introduction ;Introducing Assyria ;Assyrian places
;Assyrians at home ;Assyrians abroad ;Foreigners in
Assyria ;Assyrian world domination ;Chronology
;Glossary ;References ;Further reading ;Index
Public interest in biblical archaeology is at an all-time high, as
television documentaries pull in millions of viewers to watch shows
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on the Exodus, the Ark of the Covenant, and the so-called Lost
Tomb of Jesus. Important discoveries with relevance to the Bible
are made virtually every year--during 2007 and 2008 alone
researchers announced at least seven major discoveries in Israel,
five of them in or near Jerusalem. Biblical Archaeology offers a
passport into this fascinating realm, where ancient religion and
modern science meet, and where tomorrow's discovery may answer
a riddle that has lasted a thousand years. Archaeologist Eric H.
Cline here offers a complete overview of this exciting field. He
discusses the early pioneers, such as Sir William Matthew Flinders
Petrie and William Foxwell Albright, the origins of biblical
archaeology as a discipline, and the major controversies that first
prompted explorers to go in search of objects and sites that would
"prove" the Bible. He then surveys some of the most well-known
biblical archaeologists, including Kathleen Kenyon and Yigael
Yadin, the sites that are essential sources of knowledge for biblical
archaeology, such as Hazor, Megiddo, Gezer, Lachish, Masada, and
Jerusalem, and some of the most important discoveries that have
been made, including the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Mesha Inscription,
and the Tel Dan Stele. Subsequent chapters examine additional
archaeological finds that shed further light on the Hebrew Bible and
New Testament, the issue of potential frauds and forgeries,
including the James Ossuary and the Jehoash Tablet, and future
prospects of the field. Biblical Archaeology: A Very Short
Introduction captures the sense of excitement and importance that
surrounds not only the past history of the field but also the present
and the future, with fascinating new discoveries made each and
every season. About the Series: Combining authority with wit,
accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by
experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest contemporary
thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key
topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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Biblical Archaeology: A Very Short Introduction
Viruses are big news. From pandemics such as HIV, swine flu, and
SARS, we are constantly being bombarded with information about
new lethal infections. In this Very Short Introduction Dorothy
Crawford demonstrates how clever these entities really are. From
their discovery and the unravelling of their intricate structures,
Crawford demonstrates how these tiny parasites are by far the most
abundant life forms on the planet. With up to two billion of them in
each litre of sea water, viruses play a vital role in controlling the
marine environment and are essential to the ocean's delicate
ecosystem. Analyzing the threat of emerging virus infections,
Crawford recounts stories of renowned killer viruses such as Ebola
and rabies as well as the less known bat-borne Nipah and Hendra
viruses. Pinpointing wild animals as the source of the most recent
pandemics, she discusses the reasons behind the present increase in
potentially fatal infections, as well as evidence suggesting that long
term viruses can eventually lead to cancer. By examining our
lifestyle in the 21st century, Crawford looks to the future to ask
whether we can ever live in harmony with viruses, and considers the
ways in which we may need to adapt to prevent emerging viruses
with devastating consequences. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

Social and Cultural Anthropology: A Very Short
Introduction
Explores the fusion of Roman political culture, Greek intellectual
Page 11/24

How To Download eBook Archaeology A Very
Short Introduction Very Short Introductions
tradition, and Christian faith that characterized Byzantium. Shows
how the empire held power for eleven centuries and why it
ultimately fell.

A Very Short Fairly Interesting and Reasonably Cheap
Book About Studying Leadership
Today it is usually not long before a problem gets expressed as a
human rights issue. An appeal to human rights in the face of
injustice can be a heartfelt and morally justified demand for some,
while for others it remains merely an empty slogan. Taking an
international perspective and focusing on highly topical issues such
as torture, arbitrary detention, privacy, health and discrimination,
this Very Short Introduction will help readers to understand for
themselves the controversies and complexities behind this vitally
relevant issue. Looking at the philosophical justification for rights,
the historical origins of human rights and how they are formed in
law, Andrew Clapham explains what our human rights actually are,
what they might be, and where the human rights movement is
heading. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

A Very Short, Fairly Interesting and Reasonably Cheap
Book about Qualitative Research
A short introduction to archaeology that discusses the basic
techniques, the history of archaeological study, the origins of
archaeology, the most influential scholars, and other related topics.
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Art History: A Very Short Introduction
Ageing is an activity we are familiar with from an early age. In our
younger years upcoming birthdays are anticipated with an
excitement that somewhat diminishes as the years progress. As we
grow older we are bombarded with advice on ways to overcome,
thwart, resist, and, on the rare occasion, embrace, one's ageing.
Have all human beings from the various historical epochs and
cultures viewed aging with this same ambivalence? In this Very
Short Introduction Nancy A. Pachana discusses the lifelong
dynamic changes in biological, psychological, and social
functioning involved in ageing. Increased lifespans in the developed
and the developing world have created an urgent need to find ways
to enhance our functioning and well-being in the later decades of
life, and this need is reflected in policies and action plans
addressing our ageing populations from the World Health
Organization and the United Nations. Looking to the future,
Pachana considers advancements in the provision for our ageing
populations, including revolutionary models of nursing home care
such as Green House nursing homes in the USA and Small Group
Living homes in the Netherlands. She shows that understanding the
process of ageing is not only important for individuals, but also for
societies and nations, if the full potential of those entering later life
is to be realised. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

Bacteria: A Very Short Introduction
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The explorations of archaeology encompass the whole globe,
survey 2.5 million years, and range from deserts to jungles, from
deep caves to mountain tops, and from pebble tools to GPS. Its
efforts to reconstruct and understand the past do not fail to fascinate
us. Paul Bahn explores the importance of archaeology in this
entertaining introduction.

Introducing Archaeology
What is innovation? How is innovation used in business? How can
we use it to succeed? Innovation - the ways ideas are made valuable
- makes an important contribution to economic and social
development, and is an increasingly topical issue. Not so long ago,
there were no information technologies, commercial airlines, or
television companies. Our parents were born into a world very
different to today's, where television had yet to be invented, and
there was no penicillin or frozen food. When our grandparents were
born there were no internal combustion engines, aeroplanes,
cinemas, or radios. In the last 150 years our world has been
transformed - largely in part due to innovation. This Very Short
Introduction looks at what innovation is and why it affects us so
profoundly. It examines how it occurs, who stimulates it, how it is
pursued, and what its outcomes are, both positive and negative.
Innovation is hugely challenging and failure is common, yet it is
essential to our social and economic progress. Mark Dodgson and
David Gann consider the extent to which our understanding of
innovation developed over the past century and how it might be
used to interpret the global economy we all face in the future.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
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and challenging topics highly readable.

Innovation: A Very Short Introduction
Without cause and effect, there would be no science or technology,
no moral responsibility, and no system of law. Causation is
therefore the most fundamental connection in the universe and a
core topic of philosophical thought. This Very Short Introduction
introduces all of the main theories of causation and its key debates.

Archaeology
William Allan's Very Short Introduction provides a concise and
lively guide to the major authors, genres, and periods of classical
literature. Drawing upon a wealth of material, he reveals just what
makes the 'classics' such masterpieces and why they continue to
influence and fascinate today.

Ancient Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction
A Companion to Chinese Archaeology is an unprecedented,
newresource on the current state of archaeological research in one
ofthe world’s oldest civilizations. It presents a collection ofreadings
from leading archaeologists in China and elsewhere thatprovide
diverse interpretations about social and economicorganization
during the Neolithic period and early BronzeAge. An
unprecedented collection of original contributions frominternational
scholars and collaborative archaeological teamsconducting research
on the Chinese mainland and Taiwan Makes available for the first
time in English the work ofleading archaeologists in China Provides
a comprehensive view of research in key geographicregions of
China Offers diverse methodological and theoretical approaches
tounderstanding China’s past, beginning with the era ofestablished
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agricultural villages from c. 7000 B.C. through to theend of the
Shang dynastic period in c. 1045 B.C.

Fire: a Very Short Introduction
Assyria was one of the most influential kingdoms of the Ancient
Near East. In this Very Short Introduction, Karen Radner sketches
the history of Assyria from city state to empire, from the early 2nd
millennium BC to the end of the 7th century BC. Since the
archaeological rediscovery of Assyria in the mid-19th century, its
cities have been excavated extensively in Iraq, Syria, Turkey and
Israel, with further sites in Iran, Lebanon, and Jordan providing
important information. The Assyrian Empire was one of the most
geographically vast, socially diverse, multicultural, and multi-ethnic
states of the early first millennium BC. Using archaeological
records, Radner provides insights into the lives of the inhabitants of
the kingdom, highlighting the diversity of human experiences in the
Assyrian Empire. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

African History: A Very Short Introduction
Starting with an examination of how historians work, this "Very
Short Introduction" aims to explore history in a general, pithy, and
accessible manner, rather than to delve into specific periods.

Archaeology: A Very Short Introduction
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This introduction considers whether the Trojan war actually took
place and whether archaeologists have discovered the site of ancient
Troy.

The Trojan War: A Very Short Introduction
A comprehensive and authoritative overview of ancient material
culture from the late Pleistocene to Late Antiquity Features up-todate surveys and the latest information from major new excavations
such as Qatna (Syria), Göbekli Tepe (Turkey) Includes a diverse
range of perspectives by senior, mid-career and junior scholars in
Europe, USA, Britain, Australia, and the Middle East for a truly
international group Includes major reviews of the origins of
agriculture, animal domestication, and archaeological landscapes
Includes chapters dealing with periods after the coming of
Alexander the Great, including studies of the Seleucid, Arsacid,
Sasanian, Roman and Byzantine empires in the Near East, as well
as early Christianity in both the Levant and Mesopotamia Fills a
gap in literature of the Ancient Near East, dealing with topics often
overlooked, including ethical and legal issues in antiquities markets
and international scholarship

Causation: A Very Short Introduction
The aim of this volume is to explain the differences between
research-level mathematics and the maths taught at school. Most
differences are philosophical and the first few chapters are about
general aspects of mathematical thought.

A Very Short Fairly Interesting and Reasonably Cheap
Book About Studying Organizations
If you want to know what anthropology is, look at what
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anthropologists do. This Very Short Introduction to Social and
Cultural Anthropology combines an accessible account of some of
the disciplines guiding principles and methodology with abundant
examples and illustrations of anthropologists at work. Peter Just and
John Monaghan begin by discussing anthropologys most important
contributions to modern thought: its investigation of culture as a
distinctively human characteristic, its doctrine of cultural relativism,
and its methodology of fieldwork and ethnography. They then
examine specific ways in which social and cultural anthropology
have advanced our understanding of human society and culture,
drawing on examples from their own fieldwork. The book ends with
an assessment of anthropologys present position, and a look forward
to its likely future. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

Prehistory
Conceived by Chris Grey and written to get you thinking, the “Very
Short, Fairly Interesting and Reasonably Cheap” series offers an
informal, conversational, accessible yet sophisticated and critical
overview of what you find in conventional textbooks. The Second
Edition of Qualitative Research provides a refreshing introduction
to doing and debating qualitative research. The author uses updated
content, ranging from photographs to novels and newspaper stories,
to demonstrate how getting to grips with qualitative methods means
asking ourselves fundamental questions about how we are
influenced by contemporary culture. Suitable for Undergraduate
students who are new to qualitative research and even Postgraduates
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and Practitioners who want re-assess their current understanding of
the field.

Enzymes: a Very Short Introduction
This Very Short Introduction deals with the social life of language,
presenting a succinct account of the most important aspects - both
"micro" and "macro" - of sociolinguistics, such as language
variation, language attitudes, and the relationship between language
and identity.

Archaeology
Essential reading for anyone interested in the African continent and
the diversity of human history, this Very Short Introduction looks at
Africa's past and reflects on the changing ways it has been imagined
and represented. Key themes in current thinking about Africa's
history are illustrated with a range of fascinating historical
examples, drawn from over 5 millennia across this vast continent.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.

Archaeology
What do we mean by development? How can citizens,
governments, and the international community foster development?
The process by which nations escape poverty and achieve economic
and social progress has been the subject of extensive examination
for hundreds of years. The notion of development itself has evolved
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from an original preoccupation with incomes and economic growth
to a much broader understanding of development. In this Very Short
Introduction Ian Goldin considers the contributions that education,
health, gender, equity, and other dimensions of human well-being
make to development, and discusses why it is also necessary to
include the role of institutions and the rule of law as well as
sustainability and environmental concerns. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.

Development
Prehistory covers the period of some 4 million years before the start
of written history, when our earliest ancestors, the
Australopithecines, existed in Africa. But this is relatively recent
compared to whole history of the earth of some 4.5 billion years. A
key aspect of prehistory is that it provides a sense of scale, throwing
recent ways of life into perspective. Humans and their ancestors
lived in many different ways and the cultural variety we see now is
just a tiny fraction of that which has existed over millions of years.
Humans are part of the broader evolution of landscapes and
communities of plants and animals, but Homo sapiens is also the
only species to have made a real impact on planetary systems. To
understand such an impact, we need a grasp of our longest term
development and ways of life. In this new edition of his Very Short
Introduction, Chris Gosden invites us to think seriously about who
we are by considering who we have been. As he explains, many
new discoveries have been made in archaeology over the last ten
years, and a new framework for prehistory is emerging. A greater
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understanding of Chinese and central Asian prehistory has thrown
Eurasian prehistory in quite a different light, with flows of the
influence of culture over large areas now evident. This has eaten
away at the traditional view of human progress around the invention
of agriculture, the development of cities, and (much later) the
industrial revolution, and has given us new geographies to think
about. Chris Gosden explores the new landscape of our prehistory
and considers the way the different geographical locations weave
together. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Reading
Relevant across a range of management courses, the Second Edition
of A Very Short Fairly Interesting and Reasonably Cheap Book
About Studying Organizations offers students a lively, focused and
challenging discussion of classical and current ideas about
organizations and their management. Building on the hugely
popular first edition, a new chapter explores the relationship
between organization theory and behaviour as it exists today. Chris
Grey shies away from the sterility of conventional textbooks,
offering students an accessible and palatable overview of the field
of organization studies that questions and challenges the traditional
literature.

Ageing
Method and Theory in Archaeology Archaeology: A Brief
Introduction is an introduction to the fundamental principles of
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method and theory in archaeology, exposing students to
archaeology as a career. The text begins by covering the goals of
archaeology, and then moves on to consider the basic concepts of
culture, time, and space, by discussing the finding and excavation of
archaeological sites. By providing a distinct emphasis on the ethics
behind archaeology, and how we should act as stewards of the finite
records of the human past, Archaeology: A Brief Introduction
continues to be a book with a truly international perspective, not
simply focusing on North America or Europe. Teaching and
Learning Experience Improve Critical Thinking - Archaeology: A
Brief Introduction's "Archaeology and You" chapter provides
students with career advice in an era when archaeology is
transitioning from predominantly academic to professional. Engage
Students - Each chapter within Archaeology: A Brief Introduction
highlights important finds that have shaped our archaeological
perspective, and a global perspective that shows students that
archaeology is the most global of all sciences, encompassing all of
humanity.
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