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Journey to Cahokia
Using a wealth of archaeological evidence, this book outlines the development of
Mississippian civilization.

Land of Water, City of the Dead
Arkansas Review
Unlike extant texts, this textbook treats pre-Columbian Native Americans as history
makers who yet matter in our contemporary world.

Cahokia
The fascinating story of a lost city and an unprecedented American civilization
While Mayan and Aztec civilizations are widely known and documented, relatively
few people are familiar with the largest prehistoric Native American city north of
Mexico-a site that expert Timothy Pauketat brings vividly to life in this
groundbreaking book. Almost a thousand years ago, a city flourished along the
Mississippi River near what is now St. Louis. Built around a sprawling central plaza
and known as Cahokia, the site has drawn the attention of generations of
archaeologists, whose work produced evidence of complex celestial timepieces,
feasts big enough to feed thousands, and disturbing signs of human sacrifice.
Drawing on these fascinating finds, Cahokia presents a lively and astonishing
narrative of prehistoric America.
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Cahokia Mounds
In Historic Real Estate, Whitney Martinko shows how early Americans debated
whether, and how, to preserve historic structures as permanent features of the
new nation's landscape. She argues that early advocates of preservation affirmed
a capitalist system of land development by promising to make it moral.

Masters of the Middle Waters
This title introduces a key historical period in pre-Columbian eastern North America
- the 'Mississippian' era - via a series of colourful essays on places, practices, and
peoples written from Native American and non-Native perspectives on the past.
The volume lays out the basic contours of the early centuries of this era (AD
1000-1300) in the Mississippian heartland, making connections to later centuries
and contemporary peoples.

Cahokia
This controversial 234 page book, with over 80 photographs inspects the history of
the World Expositions between 1851-1915. Beautiful 700-acre sites that resembled
Ancient Rome were built, then immediately destroyed. Why? Or maybe they were
not built, perhaps they were the restored buildings of an ancient civilization?

People of the Morning Star
Critical new discoveries and archaeological patterns increase understanding of
early Mississippian culture and society. The reasons for the rise and fall of early
cities and ceremonial centers around the world have been sought for centuries. In
the United States, Cahokia has been the focus of intense archaeological work to
explain its mysteries. Cahokia was the first and exponentially the largest of the
Mississippian centers that appeared across the Midwest and Southeast after AD
1000. Located near present-day East St. Louis, Illinois, the central complex of
Cahokia spanned more than 12 square kilometers and encompassed more than
120 earthen mounds. As one of the foremost experts on Cahokia, Susan M. Alt
addresses long-standing considerations of eastern Woodlands archaeology—the
beginnings, character, and ending of Mississippian culture (AD 1050–1600)—from a
novel theoretical and empirical vantage point. Through this case study on farmers’
immigration and resettling, Alt’s narrative reanalyzes the relationship between
administration and diversity, incorporating critical new discoveries and
archaeological patterns from outside of Cahokia. Alt examines the cultural
landscape of the Cahokia flood plain and the layout of one extraordinary upland
site, Grossman, as an administrative settlement where local farmers might have
seen or participated in Cahokian rituals and ceremonies involving a web of
ancestors, powers, and places. Alt argues that a farming district outside the center
provides definitive evidences of the attempted centralized administration of a rural
hinterland.

Cahokia
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In Four Lost Cities, acclaimed science journalist Annalee Newitz takes readers on
an entertaining and mind-bending adventure into the deep history of urban life.
Investigating across the centuries and around the world, Newitz explores the rise
and fall of four ancient cities, each the center of a sophisticated civilization: the
Neolithic site of Çatalhöyük in Central Turkey, the Roman vacation town of Pompeii
on Italy's southern coast, the medieval megacity of Angkor in Cambodia, and the
indigenous metropolis Cahokia, which stood beside the Mississippi River where
East St. Louis is today. Newitz travels to all four sites and investigates the cuttingedge research in archaeology, revealing the mix of environmental changes and
political turmoil that doomed these ancient settlements. Tracing the early
development of urban planning, Newitz also introduces us to the often anonymous
workers--slaves, women, immigrants, and manual laborers--who built these cities
and created monuments that lasted millennia. Four Lost Cities is a journey into the
forgotten past, but, foreseeing a future in which the majority of people on Earth
will be living in cities, it may also reveal something of our own fate.

Cahokia Mounds
Cahokia and the Archaeology of Power
An authoritative and thoroughly accessible overview offarming and food practices
at Cahokia Agriculture is rightly emphasized as the center of the economy in most
studies of Cahokian society, but the focus is often predominantly on corn. This
farming economy is typically framed in terms of ruling elites living in mound
centers who demanded tribute and a mass surplus to be hoarded or distributed as
they saw fit. Farmers are cast as commoners who grew enough surplus corn to
provide for the elites. Feeding Cahokia: Early Agriculture in the North American
Heartland presents evidence to demonstrate that the emphasis on corn has
created a distorted picture of Cahokia’s agricultural practices. Farming at Cahokia
was biologically diverse and, as such, less prone to risk than was maize-dominated
agriculture. Gayle J. Fritz shows that the division between the so-called elites and
commoners simplifies and misrepresents the statuses of farmers—a workforce
consisting of adult women and their daughters who belonged to kin groups
crosscutting all levels of the Cahokian social order. Many farmers had considerable
influence and decision-making authority, and they were valued for their economic
contributions, their skills, and their expertise in all matters relating to soils and
crops. Fritz examines the possible roles played by farmers in the processes of
producing and preparing food and in maintaining cosmological balance. This highly
accessible narrative by an internationally known paleoethnobotanist highlights the
biologically diverse agricultural system by focusing on plants, such as erect
knotweed, chenopod, and maygrass, which were domesticated in the midcontinent
and grown by generations of farmers before Cahokia Mounds grew to be the
largest Native American population center north of Mexico. Fritz also looks at
traditional farming systems to apply strategies that would be helpful to modern
agriculture, including reviving wild and weedy descendants of these lost crops for
redomestication. With a wealth of detail on specific sites, traditional foods, artifacts
such as famous figurines, and color photos of significant plants, Feeding Cahokia
will satisfy both scholars and interested readers.
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Ancient Cahokia and the Mississippians
Describes what is known of the ancient city of Cahokia, a site in present-day Illinois
which was inhabited by Native Americans from about 700 A.D. to 1400 A.D., the
Missippippian culture of which it was a part, and the archaeological investigations
undertaken there.

Cahokia
In recent decades anthropology, especially ethnography, has supplied the
prevailing models of how human beings have constructed, and been constructed
by, their social arrangements. In turn, archaeologists have all too often relied on
these models to reconstruct the lives of ancient peoples. In lively, engaging, and
informed prose, Timothy Pauketat debunks much of this social-evolutionary
theorizing about human development, as he ponders the evidence of 'chiefdoms'
left behind by the Mississippian culture of the American southern heartland. This
book challenges all students of history and prehistory to reexamine the actual
evidence that archaeology has made available, and to do so with an open mind.

At Home with the Aztecs
From approximately AD 900 to 1600, ancient Mississippian culture dominated
today’s southeastern United States. These Native American societies, known more
popularly as moundbuilders, had populations that numbered in the thousands,
produced vast surpluses of food, engaged in longdistance trading, and were ruled
by powerful leaders who raised large armies. Mississippian chiefdoms built fortified
towns with massive earthen structures used as astrological monuments and burial
grounds. The remnants of these cities—scattered throughout the Southeast from
Florida north to Wisconsin and as far west as Texas—are still visible and aweinspiring today. This heavily illustrated guide brings these settlements to life with
maps, artists’ reconstructions, photos of artifacts, and historic and modern photos
of sites, connecting our archaeological knowledge with what is visible when visiting
the sites today. Anthropologist Eric E. Bowne discusses specific structures at each
location and highlights noteworthy museums, artifacts, and cultural features. He
also provides an introduction to Mississippian culture, offering background on
subsistence and settlement practices, political and social organization, warfare,
and belief systems that will help readers better understand these complex and
remarkable places. Sites include Cahokia, Moundville, Etowah, and many more. A
Friends Fund Publication

Cahokia
An Archaeology of the Cosmos seeks answers to two fundamental questions of
humanity and human history. The first question concerns that which some use as a
defining element of humanity: religious beliefs. Why do so many people believe in
supreme beings and holy spirits? The second question concerns changes in those
beliefs. What causes beliefs to change? Using archaeological evidence gathered
from ancient America, especially case material from the Great Plains and the preColumbian American Indian city of Cahokia, Timothy Pauketat explores the logical
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consequences of these two fundamental questions. Religious beliefs are not more
resilient than other aspects of culture and society, and people are not the only
causes of historical change. An Archaeology of the Cosmos examines the intimate
association of agency and religion by studying how relationships between people,
places, and things were bundled together and positioned in ways that constituted
the fields of human experience. This rethinking theories of agency and religion
provides readers with challenging and thought provoking conclusions that will lead
them to reassess the way they approach the past.

Archeological Investigations at Shiloh Indian Mounds National
Historic Landmark (40HR7)
About one thousand years ago, a phenomenon occurred in a fertile tract of
Mississippi River flood plain known today as the American Bottom."? This
phenomenon came to be called Cahokia Mounds, America's first city. Interpreting
the rich heritage of a site like Cahokia Mounds is a balancing act; the interpreter
must speak as a scholar to the general public on behalf of an entirely different
civilization. Since even those three groups are splintered into myriad dialects of
perspective, sometimes it is hard to know what language to use. But William
Iseminger's work at the site has given him nearly four decades of practice in
Cahokia Conversation 101, and he tells the story of the place and its ancient
culture (as well as its place in contemporary culture) with the clarity and
confidence of a native speaker."

Chiefdoms and Other Archaeological Delusions
From celebrated Yale professor Valerie Hansen, a groundbreaking work of history
showing that bold explorations and daring trade missions connected all of the
world’s great societies for the first time at the end of the first millennium. People
often believe that the years immediately prior to AD 1000 were, with just a few
exceptions, lacking in any major cultural developments or geopolitical encounters,
that the Europeans hadn’t yet reached North America, and that the farthest feat of
sea travel was the Vikings’ invasion of Britain. But how, then, to explain the
presence of blonde-haired people in Maya temple murals at Chichén Itzá, Mexico?
Could it be possible that the Vikings had found their way to the Americas during
the height of the Maya empire? Valerie Hansen, an award-winning historian, argues
that the year 1000 was the world’s first point of major cultural exchange and
exploration. Drawing on nearly thirty years of research, she presents a compelling
account of first encounters between disparate societies, which sparked conflict and
collaboration eerily reminiscent of our contemporary moment. For readers of Jared
Diamond’s Guns, Germs, and Steel and Yuval Noah Harari’s Sapiens, The Year
1000 is an intellectually daring, provocative account that will make you rethink
everything you thought you knew about how the modern world came to be. It will
also hold up a mirror to the hopes and fears we experience today.

Ancient Monuments of the Mississippi Valley
Five centuries before the Pilgrims landed in Massachusetts, indigenous North
Americans had already built a vast urban center on the banks of the Mississippi
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River where East St. Louis is today. This is the story of North America's largest
archaeological site, told through the lives, personalities, and conflicts of the men
and women who excavated and studied it. At its height the metropolis of Cahokia
had twenty thousand inhabitants in the city center with another ten thousand in
the outskirts. Cahokia was a precisely planned community with a fortified central
city and surrounding suburbs. Its entire plan reflected the Cahokian's concept of
the cosmos. Its centerpiece, Monk's Mound, ten stories tall, is the largest preColumbian structure in North America, with a base circumference larger than that
of either the Great Pyramid of Khufu in Egypt or the Pyramid of the Sun at
Teotihuacan in Mexico. Nineteenth-century observers maintained that the mounds,
too sophisticated for primitive Native American cultures, had to have been created
by a superior, non-Indian race, perhaps even by survivors of the lost continent of
Atlantis. Melvin Fowler, the "dean" of Cahokia archaeologists, and Biloine Whiting
Young tell an engrossing story of the struggle to protect the site from the
encroachment of interstate highways and urban sprawl. Now identified as a World
Heritage Site by UNESCO and protected by the Illinois Historic Preservation
Agency, Cahokia serves as a reminder that the indigenous North Americans had a
past of complexity and great achievement.

New Materialisms Ancient Urbanisms
It is no longer sufficient to examine discrete nation-states in isolation from each
other. In Politics in North America: Redefining Continental Relations, prominent
authors from Canada, the United States, and Mexico explore the politics of
redefining the institutional, economic, geographic, and cultural boundaries of North
America. The contributors argue that the study of politics in the twenty-first
century requires simultaneous attention to all levels (local, national, and
international) as well as, increasingly, to continents. This argument is explored
through the historical and contemporary social and political forces that have
created competing visions of what it means to belong to a North American political
community. In this process, new debates emerge in the book concerning the
appropriate role for the state, as well as the meaning of sovereignty, democracy,
and rights.

The Archaeology of Ancient North America
The future of humanity is urban, and knowledge of urbanism’s deep past is critical
for us all to navigate that future. The time has come for archaeologists to rethink
this global phenomenon by asking what urbanism is and, more to the point, was.
Can we truly understand ancient urbanism by only asking after the human
element, or are the properties and qualities of landscapes, materials, and
atmospheres equally causal? The nine authors of New Materialisms Ancient
Urbanisms seek less anthropocentric answers to questions about the historical
relationships between urbanism and humanity in Africa, Asia, and the Americas.
They analyze the movements and flows of materials, things, phenomena, and
beings—human and otherwise—as these were assembled to produce the kinds of
complex, dense, and stratified relationships that we today label urban. In so doing,
the book emerges as a work of both theory and historical anthropology. It breaks
new ground in the archaeology of urbanism, building on the latest ‘New
Materialist’, ‘relational-ontological’, and ‘realist’ trends in social theory. This book
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challenges a new generation of students to think outside the box, and provides
scholars of urbanism, archaeology, and anthropology with a fresh perspective on
the development of urban society.

Feeding Cahokia
Published by OpenStax College, U.S. History covers the breadth of the
chronological history of the United States and also provides the necessary depth to
ensure the course is manageable for instructors and students alike. U.S. History is
designed to meet the scope and sequence requirements of most courses. The
authors introduce key forces and major developments that together form the
American experience, with particular attention paid to considering issues of race,
class and gender. The text provides a balanced approach to U.S. history,
considering the people, events and ideas that have shaped the United States from
both the top down (politics, economics, diplomacy) and bottom up (eyewitness
accounts, lived experience).

Revealing Greater Cahokia, North America's First Native City
Land of Water, City of the Dead explores the embodiment of religion in the Cahokia
land and how places create, make meaningful, and transform practices and beliefs.
Cahokia, the largest city of the Mississippian mound cultures, lies outside presentday East St. Louis. Land of Water, City of the Dead reconceptualizes Cahokia’s
emergence and expansion (ca. 1050–1200), focusing on understanding a newly
imagined religion and complexity through a non-Western lens. Sarah E. Baires
argues that this system of beliefs was a dynamic, lived component, based on a
broader ontology, with roots in other mound societies. This religion was realized
through novel mortuary practices and burial mounds as well as through the careful
planning and development of this early city’s urban landscape. Baires analyzes the
organization and alignment of the precinct of downtown Cahokia with a specific
focus on the newly discovered and excavated Rattlesnake Causeway and the ridgetop mortuary mounds located along the site axes. Land of Water, City of the Dead
also presents new data from the 1954 excavations of the ridge-top mortuary
Wilson Mound and a complete analysis of the associated human remains. Through
this skeletal analysis, Baires discusses the ways that Cahokians processed and
buried their ancestors, identifying unique mortuary practices that include the
intentional dismemberment of human bodies and burial with marine shell beads
and other materials.

The Year 1000
U.S. History
The consolidation of this symbolism into a rural cult marks the expropriation of the
cosmos as part of the increasing power of the Cahokian rulers.

Medieval Mississippians
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North America Before the European Invasions tells the histories of North American
peoples from first migrations in the Late Glacial Age, sixteen thousand years ago or
more, to the European invasions following Columbus’s arrival. Contrary to invaders’
propaganda, North America was no wilderness, and its peoples had developed a
variety of sophisticated resource uses, including intensive agriculture and cities in
Mexico and the Midwest. Written in an easy-flowing style, the book is a true history
although based primarily on archeological material. It reflects current emphasis
within archaeology on rejecting the notion of “pre”-history, instead combining
archaeology with post-Columbian ethnographies and histories to present the long
histories of North America’s native peoples, most of them still here and still part of
the continent’s history.

Four Lost Cities
At the turn of the last millennium, a powerful Native American civilization emerged
and flourished in the American Midwest. By A.D. 1050 the population of its capital
city, Cahokia, was larger than that of London. Without the use of the wheel, beasts
of burden, or metallurgy, its technology was of the Stone Age, yet its culture
fostered widespread commerce, refined artistic expression, and monumental
architecture. The model for this urbane world was nothing less than the cosmos
itself. The climax of their ritual center was a four-tiered pyramid covering fourteen
acre rising a hundred feet into the sky—the tallest structure in the United States
until 1867. This beautifully illustrated book traces the history of this six-squaremile area in the central Mississippi Valley from the Big Bang to the present.
Chappell seeks to answer fundamental questions about this unique, yet still
relatively unknown space, which was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site in
1982. How did this swampy land become so amenable to human life? Who were
the remarkable people who lived here before the Europeans came? Why did the
whole civilization disappear so rapidly? What became of the land in the centuries
after the Mississippians abandoned it? And finally, what can we learn about
ourselves as we look into the changing meaning of Cahokia through the ages? To
explore these questions, Chappell probes a wide range of sources, including the
work of astronomers, geographers, geologists, anthropologists, and archaeologists.
Archival photographs and newspaper accounts, as well as interviews with those
who work at the site and Native Americans on their annual pilgrimage to the site,
bring the story up to the present. Tying together these many threads, Chappell
weaves a rich tale of how different people conferred their values on the same piece
of land and how the transformed landscape, in turn, inspired different values in
them-cultural, spiritual, agricultural, economic, and humanistic.

The Moundbuilders
At Home with the Aztecs provides a fresh view of Aztec society, focusing on
households and communities instead of kings, pyramids, and human sacrifice. This
new approach offers an opportunity to humanize the Aztecs, moving past the
popular stereotype of sacrificial maniacs to demonstrate that these were
successful and prosperous communities. Michael Smith also engagingly describes
the scientific, logistic and personal dimensions of archaeological fieldwork, drawing
on decades of excavating experience and considering how his research was
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hand accounts of the ways archaeologists interpret sites and artifacts, the book
illuminates how the archaeological process can provide information about ancient
families. Facilitating a richer understanding of the Aztec world, Smith’s research
also redefines success, prosperity and resilience in ancient societies, making this
book suitable not only for those interested in the Aztecs but in the examination of
complex societies in general.

Mound Sites of the Ancient South
Covering topics as diverse as economic modeling, craft specialization, settlement
patterns, agricultural and subsistence systems, and the development of social
ranking, Cahokia and the Hinterlands explores cultural interactions among
Cahokians and the inhabitants of other population centers, including Orensdorf and
the Dickson Mounds in Illinois and Aztalan in Wisconsin, as well as sites in
Minnesota, Iowa, and at the confluence of the Mississippi and Ohio rivers.
Proposing sophisticated and innovative models for the growth, development, and
decline of Mississippian culture at Cahokia and elsewhere, this volume also
provides insight into the rise of chiefdoms and stratified societies and the
development of trade throughout the world.

Clues to Lower Mississippi Valley Histories
In Clues to Lower Mississippi Valley Histories David V. Kaufman offers a stunning
relational analysis of social, cultural, and linguistic change in the Lower Mississippi
Valley from 500 to 1700. He charts how linguistic evidence aids the understanding
of earlier cultural and social patterns, traces the diaspora of indigenous peoples,
and uncovers instances of human migration. Historical linguistics establishes
evidence of contact between indigenous peoples in the linguistic record where
other disciplinary approaches have obscured these connections. The Mississippi
Valley is the heartland of early North American civilizations. The region is a rich
and diversified center of transportation for every part of eastern North America
and to Mesoamerica. The Lower Mississippi Valley region emerged as the home of
the earliest mound-building societies in the Americas and was home to some of the
most impressive kingdoms encountered by Spanish and French explorers. The
languages of the region provide the key to the realities experienced by these
indigenous peoples, their histories, and their relationships. Clues to Lower
Mississippi Valley Histories focuses on relationships that constitute what linguists
call a sprachbund (language union), or language area. Kaufman illuminates and
articulates these linguistic relationships through a skillful examination of
archaeological and ethnohistorical data. Clues to Lower Mississippi Valley Histories
examines the relationship between linguistics and archaeology to elucidate the
early history of the Lower Mississippi Valley.

Historic Real Estate
From the fall of Cahokia in the early fourteenth century to the ascendancy of the
young United States in the early nineteenth century, Jacob Lee reinterprets the
history of early North America by tracing the key role major midcontinental rivers
and social networks played in linking Indian nations and European empires in a
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long, shared history of conquest and resistance. Long before Europeans set foot on
the shores of North America, Siouan peoples from the Great Plains, Algonquians
from the Great Lakes, and Muskhogeans from the South traded with and fought
each other in the heart of the midcontinent. Starting in the early 1600s, the Illinois
became the dominant power in the region, constructing a network of allies that
stretched from Lake Superior to Arkansas. They were at the height of their power
in 1673 when the first French explorers, Jolliet and Marquette, appeared in the
region. Between the seventeenth and nineteenth centuries, the major empires in
North American history--France, Britain, Spain, and the US--claimed part or all of
the region. When Americans came on the scene and began to remake the
midcontinent, they overturned the patterns of 150 years of interaction between
Indians and Europeans.--

Exposing The Expositions 1851-1915: Ancient Rome in
America?
Hidden Cities
Published in association with The Art Institute of Chicago, this title relates the tale
of a young Native American who is chosen to make a trading journey from his
small village to the great mound city of Cahokia that existed in America's midwest
more than 600 years ago. Full color.

An Archaeology of the Cosmos
Award-winning archaeologists and New York Times and USA Today bestselling
authors W. Michael Gear and Kathleen O'Neal Gear begin the stunning saga of the
North American equivalent of ancient Rome in People of the Morning Star. The city
of Cahokia, at its height, covered more than six square miles around what is now
St. Louis and included structures more than ten stories high. Cahokian warriors and
traders roamed from the Great Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico. What force on earth
would motivate hundreds of thousands of people to pick up, move hundreds of
miles, and once plopped down amidst a polyglot of strangers, build an incredible
city? A religious miracle: the Cahokians believed that the divine hero Morning Star
had been resurrected in the flesh. But not all is fine and stable in glorious Cahokia.
To the astonishment of the ruling clan, an attempt is made on the living god's life.
Now it is up to Morning Star's aunt, Matron Blue Heron, to keep it quiet until she
can uncover the plot and bring the culprits to justice. If she fails, Cahokia will be
torn asunder in warfare, rage, and blood as civil war consumes them all. At the
Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management
Software (DRM) applied.

North America before the European Invasions
An anthropologist examines a Native American city that flourished along the
Mississippi River near present-day St. Louis almost 1,000 years ago, describing
evidence of a once powerful society that had been abandoned by 1400. Reprint.
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Cahokia and the Hinterlands
About one thousand years ago, Native Americans built hundreds of earthen
platform mounds, plazas, residential areas, and other types of monuments in the
vicinity of present-day St. Louis. This sprawling complex, known to archaeologists
as Cahokia, was the dominant cultural, ceremonial, and trade center north of
Mexico for centuries. This stimulating collection of essays casts new light on the
remarkable accomplishments of Cahokia.

Cahokia's Complexities
The large American Indian city of Cahokia sits amidst a diverse natural landscape
within the larger central Mississippi river valley. Well positioned on the rich
agricultural soils of the Mississippi river bottomlands of the Amercan Bottom it is at
the core of a cultural landscape that its residents helped shape. In this volume the
editors and authors attempt to not just focus on Cahokia and its configuration but
also the other towns and settlements dispersed throughout the region extant for
nearly four centuries. The importance of Cahokia to native peoples and to the
world community as a UNESCO World Heritage site resides in its creation as a
"Cosmological Center of the Universe." In order to begin comprehending where we
are today in an interpretation that respects and plays homage to those that were
instrumental in its conception and the implementation of a vision, one must
understand the principles that underlie the Indigenous cosmology and rituals of
Eastern North America. Mapping the mounds began as early as the late 18th
century and thus represent the first efforts to depict what was readily seen. Over
300 sites with earthen mounds have been documented in the region and range
from isolated mounds honoring the dead thousands of years ago to an array of
over 100 mounds in the case of Cahokia that in some instances honored the
ancestors individually and collectively. The editor's investigations over nearly 25
years have helped elucidate the significance of Cahokia as an urban center and the
processes leading to its creation. The history of this sacred place are highlighted
by a number of major discontinuities that represent intellectual "axis mundi" of this
discussion. However, it is the broader landscape perspectives over the centuries
that serve to illuminate the vibrant colors of this narrative.

The Ascent of Chiefs
Cahokia
Hailed by Bruce D. Smith, Curator of North American Archaeology at the
Smithsonian Institution, as without question the best available book on the preColumbian Indian societies of eastern North America, this wide-ranging and
copiously illustrated volume covers the entire sweep of Eastern Woodlands
prehistory, with an emphasis on how these societies developed from huntergatherers to village farmers and town-dwellers.

Cahokia, the Great Native American Metropolis
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An anthropologist examines a Native American city that flourished along the
Mississippi River near present-day St. Louis almost a thousand years ago,
describing evidence of a once powerful society that had been abandoned by 1400.

Politics in North America
This ambitious book provides a theoretical explanation of how prehistoric Cahokia
became a stratified society, and ultimately the pinnacle of Native American cultural
achievement north of Mexico. Considering Cahokia in terms of class struggle,
Pauketat claims that the political consolidation in this region of the Mississippi
Valley happened quite suddenly, around A.D. 1000, after which the lords of
Cahokia innovated strategies to preserve their power and ultimately emerged as
divine chiefs. The new ideas and new data in this volume will invigorate the debate
surrounding one of the most important developments in North American
prehistory.
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