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History of Civilizations of Central Asia
The Neolithic ('New Stone Age') marks the time when the prehistoric communities of Europe turned their backs on the hunter-gatherer
lifestyle that they had followed for many thousands of years, and instead, became farmers. The significance of this switch from a lifestyle that
had been based on the hunting and gathering of wild food resources, to one that involved the growing of crops and raising livestock, cannot
be underestimated. Although it was a complex process that varied from place to place, there can be little doubt that it was during the Neolithic
that the foundations for the incredibly complex modern societies in which we live today were laid. However, we would be wrong to think that
the first farming communities of Europe were in tune with nature and each other, as there is a considerable (and growing) body of
archaeological data that is indicative of episodes of warfare between these communities. This evidence should not be taken as proof that
warfare was endemic across Neolithic Europe, but it does strongly suggest that it was more common than some scholars have
proposed.Furthermore, the words of the seventeenth-century English philosopher, Thomas Hobbes, who famously described prehistoric life
as 'nasty, brutish, and short', seem rather apt in light of some of the archaeological discoveries from the European Neolithic.

The Ancient Celts
This important collection seeks ways forward at the moment in history when the genome-wide sequencing of ancient DNA has suddenly
changed everything in the study of later European prehistory.

Ancestral Journeys: The Peopling of Europe from the First Venturers to the Vikings (Revised and Updated
Edition)
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'The Road meets Waiting for Godot: powerful, unforgettable, unique' Melissa Harrison, author of At Hawthorn Time. Doggerland is a superbly
gripping debut novel about loneliness and hope, nature and survival - set on an off-shore windfarm in the not-so-distant future. 'His father's
breath had been loud in the small room. It had smelled smoky, or maybe more like dust. He had knotted and unknotted a strap on the bag he
was holding - he must have been leaving to go out to the farm that day. 'I'll get out,' he'd said. 'I'll come back for you, ok?' The boy
remembered that; had always remembered it. And, for a time, he'd believed it too.' In the North Sea, far from what remains of the coastline, a
wind farm stretches for thousands of acres. The Boy, who is no longer really a boy, and the Old Man, whose age is unguessable, are charged
with its maintenance. They carry out their never-ending work, scoured by wind and salt, as the waves roll, dragging strange shoals of flotsam
through the turbine fields. Land is only a memory. So too is the Boy's father, who worked on the turbines before him, and disappeared. The
boy has been sent by the Company to take his place, but the question of where he went and why is one for which the Old Man will give no
answer. As his companion dredges the sea for lost things, the Boy sifts for the truth of his missing father. Until one day, from the limitless
water, a plan for escape emerges This beautifully crafted novel about loneliness and hope, nature and survival, is as haunting as it is
compelling - a very special debut indeed.

The Ecological Scarcity Method for the European Union
This is the first book in English to relate the history of Damascus, bringing out the crucial role the city has played at many points in the
region's past. Damascus traces the history of this colourful, significant and complex city through its physical development, from the city's
emergence in around 7000 BC through the changing cavalcade of Aramaean, Persian, Greek, Roman, Byzantine, Arab, Mongol and French
rulers right up to the end of Turkish control in 1918. In Damascus, every layer of the history has built precisely on top of its predecessors for
at least three millennia, leaving a detailed archaeological record of one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities in the world. The book looks
particularly at the interplay between the western and eastern influences that have provided Damascus with such a rich past, and how this
perfectly encapsulates the forces that have played over the Middle East as a whole from the earliest recorded times to the present. Lavishly
illustrated, Damascus: A History is a compelling and unique exploration of a fascinating city.

Damascus
Roughly half the world's population speaks languages derived from a shared linguistic source known as Proto-Indo-European. But who were
the early speakers of this ancient mother tongue, and how did they manage to spread it around the globe? Until now their identity has
remained a tantalizing mystery to linguists, archaeologists, and even Nazis seeking the roots of the Aryan race. The Horse, the Wheel, and
Language lifts the veil that has long shrouded these original Indo-European speakers, and reveals how their domestication of horses and use
of the wheel spread language and transformed civilization. Linking prehistoric archaeological remains with the development of language,
David Anthony identifies the prehistoric peoples of central Eurasia's steppe grasslands as the original speakers of Proto-Indo-European, and
shows how their innovative use of the ox wagon, horseback riding, and the warrior's chariot turned the Eurasian steppes into a thriving
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transcontinental corridor of communication, commerce, and cultural exchange. He explains how they spread their traditions and gave rise to
important advances in copper mining, warfare, and patron-client political institutions, thereby ushering in an era of vibrant social change.
Anthony also describes his fascinating discovery of how the wear from bits on ancient horse teeth reveals the origins of horseback riding. The
Horse, the Wheel, and Language solves a puzzle that has vexed scholars for two centuries--the source of the Indo-European languages and
English--and recovers a magnificent and influential civilization from the past.

Buccaneers of the Caribbean
Fierce warriors and skilled craftsmen, the Celts were famous throughout the Ancient Mediterranean World. They were the archetypal
barbarians from the north and were feared by both Greeks and Romans. For two and a half thousand years they have continued to fascinate
those who have come into contact with them, yet their origins have remained a mystery and even today are the subject of heated debate
among historians and archaeologists. Barry Cunliffe's classic study of the ancient Celtic world was first published in 1997. Since then huge
advances have taken place in our knowledge: new finds, new ways of using DNA records to understand Celtic origins, new ideas about the
proto-urban nature of early chieftains' strongholds. All these developments are part of this fully updated, and completely redesigned edition.
Cunliffe explores the archaeological reality of these bold warriors and skilled craftsmen of barbarian Europe who inspired fear in both the
Greeks and the Romans. He investigates the texts of the classical writers and contrasts their view of the Celts with current archaeological
findings. Tracing the emergence of chiefdoms and the fifth- to third-century migrations as far as Bosnia and the Czech Republic, he assesses
the disparity between the traditional story and the most recent historical and archaeological evidence on the Celts. Other aspects of Celtic
identity such as the cultural diversity of the tribes, their social and religious systems, art, language and law, are also examined. From the
picture that emerges, we are - crucially - able to distinguish between the original Celts, and those tribes which were "Celtized," giving us an
invaluable insight into the true identity of this ancient people.

The Oxford Illustrated History of Prehistoric Europe
Brilliant horsemen and great fighters, the Scythians were nomadic horsemen who ranged wide across the grasslands of the Asian steppe
from the Altai mountains in the east to the Great Hungarian Plain in the first millennium BC. Their steppe homeland bordered on a number of
sedentary states to the south - the Chinese, the Persians and the Greeks - and there were, inevitably, numerous interactions between the
nomads and their neighbours. The Scythians fought the Persians on a number of occasions, in one battle killing their king and on another
occasion driving the invading army of Darius the Great from the steppe. Relations with the Greeks around the shores of the Black Sea were
rather different - both communities benefiting from trading with each other. This led to the development of a brilliant art style, often depicting
scenes from Scythian mythology and everyday life. It is from the writings of Greeks like the historian Herodotus that we learn of Scythian life:
their beliefs, their burial practices, their love of fighting, and their ambivalent attitudes to gender. It is a world that is also brilliantly illuminated
by the rich material culture recovered from Scythian burials, from the graves of kings on the Pontic steppe, with their elaborate gold work and
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vividly coloured fabrics, to the frozen tombs of the Altai mountains, where all the organic material - wooden carvings, carpets, saddles and
even tattooed human bodies - is amazingly well preserved. Barry Cunliffe here marshals this vast array of evidence - both archaeological and
textual - in a masterful reconstruction of the lost world of the Scythians, allowing them to emerge in all their considerable vigour and
splendour for the first time in over two millennia.

The Oxford Handbook of Neolithic Europe
Werner Herzog's 2011 film Cave of Forgotten Dreams, about the painted caves at Chauvet, France brought a glimpse of Europe's
extraordinary prehistory to a popular audience. But paleolithic cave paintings, stunning as they are, form just a part of a story that begins with
the arrival of the first humans to Europe 1.3 million years ago, and culminates in the achievements of Greece and Rome. In Europe before
Rome, T. Douglas Price takes readers on a guided tour through dozens of the most important prehistoric sites on the continent, from very
recent discoveries to some of the most famous and puzzling places in the world, like Chauvet, Stonehenge, and Knossos. This volume
focuses on more than 60 sites, organized chronologically according to their archaeological time period and accompanied by 200 illustrations,
including numerous color photographs, maps, and drawings. Our understanding of prehistoric European archaeology has been almost
completely rewritten in the last 25 years with a series of major findings from virtually every time period, such as Ötzi the Iceman, the
discoveries at Atapuerca, and evidence of a much earlier eruption at Mt. Vesuvius. Many of the sites explored in the book offer the earliest
European evidence we have of the typical features of human society--tool making, hunting, cooking, burial practices, agriculture, and warfare.
Introductory prologues to each chapter provide context for the wider changes in human behavior and society in the time period, while the
author's concluding remarks offer expert reflections on the enduring significance of these places. Tracing the evolution of human society in
Europe across more than a million years, Europe before Rome gives readers a vivid portrait of life for prehistoric man and woman.

Exploring Celtic Origins
This book is published open access under a CC BY 4.0 license. This report transfers the Ecological Scarcity Method (ESM) to the EU and its
28 member states. It provides a powerful tool for unbiased environmental assessments in enterprises and surveys the current impacts and
the targets published by environmental authorities, specifically the European Environment Agency. ESM assesses environmental impacts of
manufacturing sites and production processes. Developed in 1990 in Switzerland, ESM has already gained regulatory status in proving
entitlements for tax exemptions. The method assesses all important impacts in air, water, energy consumption, waste generation and
freshwater consumption and also supports environmental investment decisions.

Europe before Rome
“An ambitious and lucid full narrative account of the peopling of Europe . . . this will undoubtedly provide a base line for future debates on the
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origins of the Europeans.” —J. P. Mallory, author of In Search of the Indo-Europeans and The Origins of the Irish Who are the Europeans?
Where did they come from? New research in the fields of archaeology and linguistics, a revolution in the study of genetics, and cutting-edge
analysis of ancient DNA are dramatically changing our picture of prehistory, leading us to question what we thought we knew about these
ancient peoples. This paradigm-shifting book paints a spirited portrait of a restless people that challenges our established ways of looking at
Europe’s past. The story is more complex than at first believed, with new evidence suggesting that the European gene pool was stirred
vigorously multiple times. Genetic clues are also enhancing our understanding of European mobility in epochs with written records, including
the arrival of the Anglo-Saxons, the spread of the Slavs, and the adventures of the Vikings. Now brought completely up to date with all the
latest findings from the fast-moving fields of genetics, DNA, and dating, Jean Manco’s highly readable account weaves multiple strands of
evidence into a startling new history of the continent, of interest to anyone who wants to truly understand Europeans’ place in the ancient
world.

Europe's Lost World
More than two hundred illustrationsincluding twentyfour color platesand thirty maps complement an authoritative account that draws on recent
archaeological findings to trace the development of Celtic civilization and its influence on Europe past and present. Reprint.

Power and Profit
This 2005 book presents a significant interpretation of the social transformation in Bronze Age Europe.

Celtic from the West 2
The gripping story of how the end of the Roman Empire was the beginning of the modern world The fall of the Roman Empire has long been
considered one of the greatest disasters in history. But in this groundbreaking book, Walter Scheidel argues that Rome's dramatic collapse
was actually the best thing that ever happened, clearing the path for Europe's economic rise and the creation of the modern age. Ranging
across the entire premodern world, Escape from Rome offers new answers to some of the biggest questions in history: Why did the Roman
Empire appear? Why did nothing like it ever return to Europe? And, above all, why did Europeans come to dominate the world? In an
absorbing narrative that begins with ancient Rome but stretches far beyond it, from Byzantium to China and from Genghis Khan to Napoleon,
Scheidel shows how the demise of Rome and the enduring failure of empire-building on European soil launched an economic transformation
that changed the continent and ultimately the world.

The Ancient Celts
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The Oxford Handbook of the European Bronze Age is a wide-ranging survey of a crucial period in prehistory during which many social,
economic, and technological changes took place. Written by expert specialists in the field, the book provides coverage both of the themes
that characterize the period, and of the specific developments that took place in the various countries of Europe. After an introduction and a
discussion of chronology, successive chapters deal with settlement studies, burial analysis, hoards and hoarding, monumentality, rock art,
cosmology, gender, and trade, as well as a series of articles on specific technologies and crafts (such as transport, metals, glass, salt,
textiles, and weighing). The second half of the book covers each country in turn. From Ireland to Russia, Scandinavia to Sicily, every area is
considered, and up to date information on important recent finds is discussed in detail. The book is the first to consider the whole of the
European Bronze Age in both geographical and thematic terms, and will be the standard book on the subject for the foreseeable future.

Lean for Banks
Newly available in paperback, this is a wonderfully readable account of the role of merchants and money in the medieval world. Professor
Spufford, who has made a lifelong study of the subject, brings together a vast amount of material from archives all over the world to build up
this important economic history of the origins of capitalism essential reading for the scholar, but also engaging and entertaining to the layman.

Is Geography Destiny?
Provides information on the various peoples who lived in Europe from the earliest times through the rise of classical civilization, as well as
those who lived outside the classical world before the fall of the Roman Empire.

The Penguin Illustrated History of Britain & Ireland
By Steppe, Desert, and Ocean is nothing less than the story of how humans first started building the globalized world we know today. Set on
a huge continental stage, from Europe to China, it is a tale covering over 10,000 years, from the origins of farming around 9000 BC to the
expansion of the Mongols in the thirteenth century AD. An unashamedly 'big history', it charts the development of European, Near Eastern,
and Chinesecivilizations and the growing links between them by way of the Indian Ocean, the silk Roads, and the great steppe corridor
(which crucially allowed horse riders to travel from Mongolia to the Great Hungarian Plainwithin a year). Along the way, it is also the story of
the rise and fall of empires, the development of maritime trade, and the shattering impact of predatory nomads on their urban neighbours.
Above all, as this immense historical panorama unfolds, we begin to see in clearer focus those basic underlying factors - the acquisitive
nature of humanity, the differing environments in which people live, and the dislocating effect of even slight climatic variation - which
havedriven change throughout the ages, and which help us better understand our world today.

The Oxford Handbook of the European Bronze Age
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Warfare in Neolithic Europe
This revised introduction to Britain in the first millennium BC incorporates modifications to a story that is still controversial. It covers a time of
dramatic change in Europe, dominated by the emergence of Rome as a megastate. In Britain, on the extremity of these developments, it was
a period of profound social and economic change, which saw the end of the prehistoric cycle of the Neolithic and bronze Ages, and the
beginning of a world that was to change little in its essentials until the great voyages of colonization and trade of the 16th century. The theme
of the book is that of social change within an insular society sitting on the periphery of a world in revolution.

The Palaeolithic Societies of Europe
During the seventeenth century, sea raiders known as buccaneers controlled the Caribbean. Buccaneers were not pirates but privateers,
licensed to attack the Spanish by the governments of England, France, and Holland. Jon Latimer charts the exploits of these men who
followed few rules as they forged new empires. From the crash of gunfire to the billowing sail on the horizon, Latimer brilliantly evokes the
dramatic age of the buccaneers.

The Horse, the Wheel, and Language
Europe's Atlantic façade has long been treated as marginal to the formation of the European Bronze Age and the puzzle of the origin and
early spread of the Indo-European languages. Until recently the idea that Atlantic Europe was a wholly pre-Indo-European world throughout
the Bronze Age remained plausible. Rapidly expanding evidence for the later prehistory and the pre-Roman languages of the West
increasingly exclude that possibility. It is therefore time to refocus on a narrowing list of 'suspects' as possible archaeological proxies for the
arrival of this great language family and emergence of its Celtic branch. This reconsideration inevitably throws penetrating new light on the
formation of later prehistoric Atlantic Europe and the implications of new evidence for inter-regional connections.Celtic from the West 2
continues the series launched with Celtic from the West: Alternative Perspectives from Archaeology, Genetics, Language and Literature
(2010; 2012) in exploring the new idea that the Celtic languages emerged in the Atlantic Zone during the Bronze Age. This Celtic Atlantic
hypothesis represents a major departure from the long-established, but increasingly problematical scenario in which the Ancient Celtic
languages and peoples called Keltoi (Celts) are closely bound up with the archaeology of the Hallstatt and La Tène cultures of Iron Age westcentral Europe.

On the Ocean
The Oxford Handbook of Neolithic Europe provides the first comprehensive, geographically extensive, thematic overview of the European
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Neolithic - from Iberia to Russia and from Norway to Malta - offering both a general introduction and a clear exploration of key issues and
current debates surrounding evidence and interpretation.

The Organizational Master Plan Handbook
Although occupied only relatively briefly in the long span of world prehistory, Scandinavia is an extraordinary laboratory for investigating past
human societies. The area was essentially unoccupied until the end of the last Ice Age when the melting of huge ice sheets left behind a
fresh, barren land surface, which was eventually covered by flora and fauna. The first humans did not arrive until sometime after 13,500 BCE.
The prehistoric remains of human activity in Scandinavia - much of it remarkably preserved in its bogs, lakes, and fjords - have given
archaeologists a richly detailed portrait of the evolution of human society. In this book, Doug Price provides an archaeological history of
Scandinavia-a land mass comprising the modern countries of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway-from the arrival of the first humans after the
last Ice Age to the end of the Viking period, ca. AD 1050. Constructed similarly to the author's previous book, Europe before Rome, Ancient
Scandinaviaprovides overviews of each prehistoric epoch followed by detailed, illustrative examples from the archaeological record. An
engrossing and comprehensive picture emerges of change across the millennia, as human society evolves from small bands of hunter gatherers to large farming communities to the complex warrior cultures of the Bronze and Iron Ages, which culminated in the spectacular rise
of the Vikings. The material evidence of these past societies - arrowheads from reindeer hunts, megalithic tombs, rock art, beautifully wrought
weaponry, Viking warships - give vivid testimony to the ancient humans who once called home this often unforgiving edge of the inhabitable
world.

By Steppe, Desert, and Ocean
Book Review Digest
Part One: The Historical, Social and Economic SettingDuring the eight centuries covered in this volume, the new faith of Islam arose in Arabia
and gradually spread eastwards and northwards, eventually affecting much of Central Asia, the southern fringes of Siberia and the eastern
regions of China. These were also the centuries in which nomadic and military empires arose in the heart of Asia, impinging on the history of
adjacent, well-established civilizations and cultures (China, India, Islamic Western Asia and Christian eastern and central Europe) to an
unparalleled extent. Lamaist Buddhism established itself inthe Mongolian region and in Tibet and Islam among the Turkish people of
Transoxania, southern Siberia and Xinjiang. It was in Eastern Europe, above all in Russia, that the Turco-Mongol Golden Horde was to have
a major, enduring influence on the course of the region's history.

Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea
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Brings to life fifteen thousand years of human history in a study that follows an imaginary modern traveler who visits and observes prehistoric
communities and landscapes that laid the foundations of the modern world.

The Celts: A Very Short Introduction
It frequently feels that there is nothing new to explore on the earth - the most distant places are visited by TV crews and even tourists.
However, the past can also be a foreign country and recently archaeologists have begun to explore a vast, unknown landscape hidden
beneath the North Sea. Inhabited by early man, this land disappeared beneath the sea when sea levels rose more than 8000 years ago. This
enigmatic landscape, known as Doggerland after the famous banks in the North Sea, has remained hidden until now. Today, we can map
unknown rivers, hills, lakes and valleys using 3D seismic data originally collected for oil exploration. Some 23,000 km2 of this 'lost world' (an
area equivalent to that of Wales) have now been revealed. This book tells the exciting story of how this lost country was rediscovered by
archaeology and what the results of new work are telling us about what happened to man during the last great phase of global warming,
when a massive area of Europe was lost as a consequence of climate change. Although a study of the past, this book demonstrates how
archaeology can provide vital information for the future.

After the Ice
The Penguin Illustrated History of Britain and Irelandis a wonderfully rich and comprehensive guide to the eventful history of England,
Scotland, Wales and Ireland - from the arrival of the first humans half a million years ago right up to the present day. It traces the unfolding of
key events through the Roman and Norman conquests, the Civil War, the World Wars, and the rise and fall of the British Empire. At the same
time it looks at the life of society, focusing on such subjects as the growth of towns, the changing languages of the British Isles, women's
suffrage, and the ascent of Victorian seaside resorts and the spread of the suburbs. Meticulously researched by a team of experts to offer a
wide variety of perspectives, The Penguin Illustrated History of Britain and Irelandprovides a kaleidoscopic account of centuries of change
and achievement, bringing the diverse and fascinating history of the British Isles vividly to life.

Prehistory
A fresh treatment of Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany, revealing the close ties between Mussolini and Hitler and their regimes ?From 1934 until
1944 Mussolini met Hitler numerous times, and the two developed a relationship that deeply affected both countries. While Germany is
generally regarded as the senior power, Christian Goeschel demonstrates just how much history has underrepresented Mussolini's influence
on his German ally. In this highly readable book, Goeschel, a scholar of twentieth-century Germany and Italy, revisits all of Mussolini and
Hitler's key meetings and asks how these meetings constructed a powerful image of a strong Fascist-Nazi relationship that still resonates with
the general public. His portrait of Mussolini draws on sources ranging beyond political history to reveal a leader who, at times, shaped Hitler's
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decisions and was not the gullible buffoon he's often portrayed as. The first comprehensive study of the Mussolini-Hitler relationship, this
book is a must-read for scholars and anyone interested in the history of European fascism, World War II, or political leadership.

Europe Between the Oceans
Savage and bloodthirsty, or civilized and peaceable? The Celts have long been a subject of enormous fascination, speculation, and
misunderstanding. From the ancient Romans to the present day, their real nature has been obscured by a tangled web of preconceived ideas
and stereotypes. Barry Cunliffe seeks to reveal this fascinating people for the first time, using an impressive range of evidence, and exploring
subjects such as trade, migration, and the evolution of Celtic traditions. Along the way, he exposes the way in which society's needs have
shaped our visions of the Celts, and examines such colourful characters as St Patrick, Cú Chulainn, and Boudica. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Britain Begins
For humans the sea is, and always has been, an alien environment. Ever moving and ever changing in mood, it is a place without time, in
contrast to the land which is fixed and scarred by human activity giving it a visible history. While the land is familiar, even reassuring, the sea
is unknown and threatening. By taking to the sea humans put themselves at its mercy. It has often been perceived to be an alien power
teasing and cajoling. The sea may give but it takes. Why, then, did humans become seafarers? Part of the answer is that we are conditioned
by our genetics to be acquisitive animals: we like to acquire rare materials and we are eager for esoteric knowledge, and society rewards us
well for both. Looking out to sea most will be curious as to what is out there - a mysterious island perhaps but what lies beyond? Our innate
inquisitiveness drives us to explore. Barry Cunliffe looks at the development of seafaring on the Mediterranean and the Atlantic, two
contrasting seas — the Mediterranean without a significant tide, enclosed and soon to become familiar, the Atlantic with its frightening tidal
ranges, an ocean without end. We begin with the Middle Palaeolithic hunter gatherers in the eastern Mediterranean building simple vessels to
make their remarkable crossing to Crete and we end in the early years of the sixteenth century with sailors from Spain, Portugal and England
establishing the limits of the ocean from Labrador to Patagonia. The message is that the contest between humans and the sea has been a
driving force, perhaps the driving force, in human history.

Iron Age Britain
A brief and original prehistory of the world Prehistory covers human existence before written records, i.e. most of human existence. But it also
refers to the discipline through which we scrutinize prehistoric times. PREHISTORY begins by looking at the discovery of a remote human
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past and the subsequent dramatic growth of the study of prehistory: early archaeology; geology; Darwin's ideas of evolution; cave paintings;
fossil discoveries of human ancestors; museums and collections; radiocarbon dating and DNA analysis. Renfrew challenges the conventional
assumption of an all-important 'human revolution' 40,000 years ago - when Homo Sapiens first appeared in Europe - and suggests that the
key developments were much later. The author's case-studies range widely, from Orkney to the Balkans, from the Indus Valley to Peru, from
Ireland to China, and provide fresh insights on landmark monuments such as the Egyptian pyramids, the Valley of the Kings, Stonehenge and
the sacrificial burial pyramids at Teotihuacan in Mexico. The book closes with a fascinating chapter on the transition from Prehistory to
History, on early writing systems.

Doggerland
Most banking institutions suffer from numerous inefficiencies, such as poor planning; inadequate coordination and communication; ineffective
processes, tools, and workflow; and excessive bureaucracy. Lean for Banks describes in easy language how to use Lean and Six Sigma
management practices to significantly improve the efficiency of bank operations. This book shows how to use Lean and Six Sigma
management practices to improve the normal daily work in a bank, typically executed in the so-called "back offices." This work involves about
90 percent of bank employees and generates 90 percent of costs. Lean for Banks explains how to organize bank operations better, increase
work productivity and quality by working smarter and not harder, make fewer mistakes and decrease rework, and elevate jobs from mundane
and repetitive to creative and pleasantly challenging. Most importantly, it shows how to increase the satisfaction of bank customers and in
turn enhance bank competitiveness and market share. Lean for Banks is intended for all levels of bank employees: back-office workers, firstlevel supervisors, middle- and higher-level managers, and corporate executives. It is also intended for all levels of students at schools that
teach banking skills—short courses intended for tellers, college courses in advanced banking operations, and continuing education for bank
managers and line employees. This book is an entry-level text on Lean and should give readers enough understanding to prepare them for
active participation in Lean deployment activities.

Escape from Rome
Clive Gamble's overview of Palaeolithic societies, building on his The Palaeolithic Settlement of Europe (1986).

Vanished Kingdoms
For visionary leaders, an Organizational Master Plan and associated technologies have become essential components of strategic decision
making. Written for leaders, planners, consultants, and change agents, The Organizational Master Plan Handbook: A Catalyst for
Performance Planning and Results explains how to merge the four planning activities that compose the Organizational Master Plan to
manage, improve, and maximize organizational efficiency and effectiveness. Written by recognized leaders in applying Performance
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Improvement methodologies to business processes and entire organizations, this book defines the makeup and highlights the differences in
the operating plan, strategic business plan, strategic improvement plan, and the organization’s business plan. It defines each and explains
how to link them to reduce costs and cycle times. Describing how to use controllable factors as the foundation for constructing your
Organizational Master Plan, it demonstrates how the plan fits into organizational alignment activities. Examines all the plans that should go on
within an organization and details the purpose of each Unveils a novel approach for preparing a Strategic Improvement Plan Lays out a welldefined roadmap of the Organizational Master Plan process Explaining how to make the strategic planning process a part of performance
plans for individuals within your organization, the text incorporates sufficient flexibility so you can adapt and revise the plans discussed
according to changing business needs and marketplace opportunities. It explains how to develop a set of vision statements to define how
your organization will function five years in the future as well as how to develop the strategies needed to make the required transformation a
success. Praise for the Book: Harrington and Voehl present the most comprehensive and effective approach to optimizing an organization’s
performance developed to date. —Tang Xiaofen, President of the Shanghai Association for Quality & President of the Shanghai Academy of
Quality Management Compulsory reading for all leaders to maximize efficiency and effectiveness while navigating business in this risky
global economy. —Acn. Shan Ruprai President APQO, National Chairman Australian Organisation for Quality, and Chairman AIBI Australia A
Note from the Authors: Organizational Master Plans are tangible and often visible statements of where the organization is now, what it should
be in the future and what is required to get there. While processes for developing them vary, master plans are most successful when they
represent a vision that brings together the concerns of different interest groups, and their recommendations create a ground swell of business
community and political support. Good Organizational Master Plans are flexible, and have involved the business leaders and other
stakeholders from the outset, giving the plan a legitimate base, and a better chance to come to fruition. While circumstances vary from place
to place, the decision to develop a master plan is often determined by the need to understand the current conditions of the marketplace, to
generate and build stakeholder interest and participation, to create a new and common vision for the future, and/or to develop a clear and
solid set of recommendations and implementation strategy. Susan Rademacher, executive director of the Louisville Olmsted Parks
Conservancy, had this to say about the process of developing Louisville’s Organizational Master Plan: . . .When we got started with our
master plan, there were a few important things that we focused on. One was that we started with a belief in the native intelligence of this
community, from 1888 forward. And we invited the public to really dream about what these parks could be, what they remembered the parks
as, and we tried to change expectations in that way. Typically in the past, the little changes that come about in parks are politically motivated
to get a big bang in the short term for the next election. And our parks were suffering from that. So when we invited the community to dream
large, we changed the expectations and also changed the expectations of what the public sector was looking to do.

Ancient Scandinavia
An evocative account of fourteen European kingdoms-their rise, maturity, and eventual disappearance. There is something profoundly
romantic about lost civilizations. Europe's past is littered with states and kingdoms, large and small, that are scarcely remembered today, and
while their names may be unfamiliar-Aragon, Etruria, the Kingdom of the Two Burgundies-their stories should change our mental map of the
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past. We come across forgotten characters and famous ones-King Arthur and Macbeth, Napoleon and Queen Victoria, right up to Stalin and
Gorbachev-and discover how faulty memory can be, and how much we can glean from these lost empires. Davies peers through the cracks
in the mainstream accounts of modern-day states to dazzle us with extraordinary stories of barely remembered pasts, and of the traces they
left behind. This is Norman Davies at his best: sweeping narrative history packed with unexpected insights. Vanished Kingdoms will appeal to
all fans of unconventional and thought-provoking history, from readers of Niall Ferguson to Jared Diamond.

Facing the Ocean
By the fifteenth century Europe was a driving world force, but the origins of its success have until now remained obscured in prehistory. In this
book, distinguished archaeologist Barry Cunliffe views Europe not in terms of states and shifting political land boundaries but as a
geographical niche particularly favored in facing many seas. These seas, and Europe's great transpeninsular rivers, ensured a rich diversity
of natural resources while also encouraging the dynamic interaction of peoples across networks of communication and exchange. The
development of these early Europeans is rooted in complex interplays, shifting balances, and geographic and demographic fluidity.

The Rise of Bronze Age Society
In this highly illustrated book Barry Cunliffe focuses on the western rim of Europe--the Atlantic facade--an area stretching from the Straits of
Gibraltar to the Isles of Shetland.We are shown how original and inventive the communities were, and how they maintained their own
distinctive identities often over long spans of time. Covering the period from the Mesolithic hunter-gatherers, c. 8000 BC, to the voyages of
discovery c. AD 1500, he uses this last half millennium more as a well-studied test case to help the reader better understand what went
before. The beautiful illustrations show how this picturesque part of Europe has many striking physical similarities. Old hard rocks confront the
ocean creating promontories and capes familiar to sailors throughout the millennia. Land's End, Finistere, Finisterra--until the end of the
fifteenth century this was where the world ended in a turmoil of ocean beyond which there was nothing. To the people who lived in these
remote placesthe sea was their means of communication and those occupying similar locations were their neighbours. The communities
frequently developed distinctive characteristics intensifying aspects of their culture the more clearly to distinguish themselves from their inland neighbours. But there is an added level of interest here in that the sea provided a vital link with neighbouring remote-place communities
encouraging a commonality of interest and allegiances. Even today the Bretons see themselvesas distinct from the French but refer to the
Irish, Welsh, and Galicians as their brothers and cousins. Archaeological evidence from the prehistoric period amply demonstrates the bonds
which developed and intensified between these isolated communities and helped to maintain a shared but distinctive Atlantic identity.

The Scythians
For decades, the prevailing sentiment was that, since geography is unchangeable, there is no reason why public policies should take it into
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account. In fact, charges that geographic interpretations of development were deterministic, or even racist, made the subject a virtual taboo in
academic and policymaking circles alike. 'Is Geography Destiny?' challenges that premise and joins a growing body of literature studying the
links between geography and development. Focusing on Latin America, the book argues that based on a better understanding of geography,
public policy can help control or channel its influence toward the goals of economic and social development.

Mussolini and Hitler
Impressive in every sense, this hugely ambitious and assured book takes as its subject the entire history of the British Isles from the end of
the last Ice Age and their physical emergence as islands all the way down to the Norman Conquest. Barry Cunliffe's magisterial narrative is
abetted by correspondingly high production values, and whilst complex ideas are explained with admirable clarity, making the book an ideal
introduction to Britain's prehistory and early history, there would be plenty here for the most seasoned professional to enjoy and profit from.
Cunliffe kicks off with an examination of the ways in which our ancestors have conceived the distant past, from medieval myths to the dawn of
modern archaeology. The remainder of the book is roughly chronological in structure. Prominent themes include the 'problem of origins',
where Cunliffe's own research has been of such significance (the Celtic from the west hypothesis is synthesised here with concision and
flair), and the importance of communication, connectivity and cultural transmission is emphasised throughout, with the Channel, the Atlantic
and the North Sea seen as highways linking Britain and Ireland to the continent and building up an ongoing narrative which is anything but
narrowly insular.
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