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Harvard Business Review
Shows how targeting decisions have reflected the judgments of various American administrations on what will and won't
deter a nuclear attack.

Moving Targets
The author explores how the US government has underestimated the damage caused by nuclear weapons, leading it to
build far more - and far more destructive - warheads than are needed for war-planning purposes. She explores how this
could have happened and the consequences for defense policy.

Whole World on Fire
The objective of this book is to help at-risk organizations to decipher the “safety cloud”, and to position themselves in terms
of operational decisions and improvement strategies in safety, considering the path already travelled, their context,
objectives and constraints. What link can be established between safety culture and safety models in order to increase
safety within companies carrying out dangerous activities? First, while the term “safety culture” is widely shared among the
academic and industrial world, it leads to various interpretations and therefore different positioning when it comes to
assess, improve or change it. Many safety theories, concepts, and models coexist today, being more or less appealing
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and/or directly useful to the industry. How, and based on which criteria, to choose from the available options? These are
some of the questions addressed in this book, which benefits from the expertise of its worldwide famous authors in several
industrial sectors.

It's Complicated
Named #1 Best Business Book of 2011, by Patriot-News-PennLive.com If you have ever flown in an airplane, used electricity
from a nuclear power plant, or taken an antibiotic, you have benefited from a brilliant mistake. Each of these life-changing
innovations was the result of many missteps and an occasional brilliant insight that turned a mistake into a surprising portal
of discovery. In Brilliant Mistakes, Paul Schoemaker, founder and chairman of Decision Strategies International, shares
critical insights on the surprising benefits of making well-chosen mistakes. Brilliant Mistakes explores why minimizing
mistakes may be the greatest mistake of all, situations when mistakes are most beneficial and when they should be
avoided, the counter-intuitive idea that we should deliberately permit errors at times, and how to make the most of brilliant
mistakes to improve business results. Brilliant Mistakes is based on solid academic research and insights from
Schoemaker's work with more than 100 organizations, as well as his provocative Harvard Business Review article with
Robert Gunther, "The Wisdom of Deliberate Mistakes." Schoemaker provides a practical roadmap for using mistakes to
accelerate learning for your organization and yourself.

Cosimo De' Medici and the Florentine Renaissance
Bangkok Express is an often hilarious, always dangerous, fast moving tale of the tricks and turns in an exotic land where
what meets the eye often fools, if not confuses, the observer. Joe leaves behind a life of commuter trains, a messy divorce,
and an egotistical boss to undertake an assignment that changes his life forever. For Joe, Thailand is a private
investigatorâ€™s hardest challenge. A land where women, drink and drugs come with no warning attached and nothing is
what it seems. Can Joe untangle a web of corruption and lies and write the report that the â€˜suitsâ€™ want to see? Or is
there something else on offer, something that will bring more happiness than that of a â€˜job well doneâ€™?Bangkok
Express is a beautifully bizarre, exotic novel that will leave the reader feeling like they just stepped off a fast moving train in
the worldâ€™s most exciting city.

Mission Improbable
Table of contents
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Hurricane Katrina Symposium
Before he emerged as one of the world's most beloved action-adventure writers and the creator of enduring characters
such as Tarzan, Edgar Rice Burroughs struggled academically and had extreme difficulties in the process of trying to find
his path in life. The Efficiency Expert is a thinly fictionalized account of Burroughs' young adulthood and his wayward -- and
highly circuitous -- early career.

Risk Communication for the Future
A collection of papers by activists and anthropologists reveals the devastating, complex, and long-term environmental
health problems afflicting the people who worked in uranium mining and processing, lived in regions dedicated to the
construction of nuclear weapons or participated, often unknowingly, in radiation experiments. The nations and individuals,
many of them members of indigenous or ethnic minority communities, are now demanding information about how the
United States and the Soviet Union poisoned them and meaningful remedies for the damage done to them and the
generations to come.

Half-lives and Half-truths
Handbook of Disaster Research
This book examines how repertoires of speech and action that are often considered to be mutually exclusive--those of
church and state--clash or unite during the postdisaster period as local communities and cities struggle to establish a stable
collective identity. Based on an analysis of forty in-depth interviews with disaster-response participants and over 325 printmedia sources, this study explores, first, the extent to which ministers and citizens challenge statist narratives in order to
publicly relay theological views; second, the cultural processes by which local places are nationalized and theologized; and
third, the ecclesiological convictions necessary to peaceably advance the work of Christ's body after disasters.

Sizing Up Rhetoric
It is now becoming clear that relatively few U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) waste sites will be cleaned up to the point
where they can be released for unrestricted use. "Long-term stewardship" (activities to protect human health and the
environment from hazards that may remain at its sites after cessation of remediation) will be required for over 100 of the
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144 waste sites under DOE control (U.S. Department of Energy, 1999). After stabilizing wastes that remain on site and
containing them as well as is feasible, DOE intends to rely on stewardship for as long as hazards persist-in many cases,
indefinitely. Physical containment barriers, the management systems upon which their long-term reliability depends, and
institutional controls intended to prevent exposure of people and the environment to the remaining site hazards, will have
to be maintained at some DOE sites for an indefinite period of time. The Committee on Remediation of Buried and Tank
Wastes finds that much regarding DOE's intended reliance on long-term stewardship is at this point problematic. The details
of long-term stewardship planning are yet to be specified, the adequacy of funding is not assured, and there is no
convincing evidence that institutional controls and other stewardship measures are reliable over the long term. Scientific
understanding of the factors that govern the long-term behavior of residual contaminants in the environment is not
adequate. Yet, the likelihood that institutional management measures will fail at some point is relatively high, underscoring
the need to assure that decisions made in the near term are based on the best available science. Improving institutional
capabilities can be expected to be every bit as difficult as improving scientific and technical ones, but without improved
understanding of why and how institutions succeed and fail, the follow-through necessary to assure that long-term
stewardship remains effective cannot reliably be counted on to occur. Long-Term Institutional Management of U.S.
Department of Energy Legacy Waste Sites examines the capabilities and limitations of the scientific, technical, and human
and institutional systems that compose the measures that DOE expects to put into place at potentially hazardous, residually
contaminated sites.

Safety Cultures, Safety Models
This book studies the variety of organizational strategies selected to cope with critical uncertainties during crises. This
research formulates and applies an institutional sense-making model to explain the selection of strategies for coping with
uncertainties during crises to answer the question why some organizations select a rule-based strategy to cope with
uncertainties, whereas others pursue a more ad hoc-based strategy. It finds that the level of institutionalization does not
affect strategy selection in the initial phase of responding to crises; that three rigidity effects can be identified in the
selection of sense-making strategies once organizations have faced the failure of their selected strategies; that
discontinuities in the feedback loop of sense-making do not necessarily move organizations to switch their sense-making
strategies, but interact with institutionalization to contribute to switching sense-making strategies. This book bridges the
gap between institutional thinking and crisis management theorizing. A major step forward in the world of crisis
management studies! ——Professor Arjen Boin, Leiden University, the Netherlands In a world of increasingly complex,
sociotechnical systems interacting in high-risk environments, Professor Lu’s analysis of how organizations manage
uncertainty is both timely and profound. ——Professor Louise K. Comfort, Director, Center for Disaster Management,
University of Pittsburgh, USA Prof. Lu greatly enhances our understanding of how organizations cope with uncertainty and
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make sense of their challenges under the pressures of catastrophe. ——Dr. Arnold M. Howitt, Faculty Co-Director, Program
on Crisis Leadership, Harvard Kennedy School, USA This book provides not only a theory of crisis management but also a
key concept around which research and practice can be conducted. ——Professor Naim Kapucu, Director of School of Public
Administration, University of Central Florida, USA A generic institutional model for analyzing and managing hazards,
disasters and crises worldwide. ——Professor Joop Koppenjan, Erasmus University Rotterdam, the Netherlands This book has
done an excellent job in opening the black box of how organizations make sense of the crisis situations they face and
develop strategies to respond. It should be read by all of us who wish for a peaceful and safe world. ——Professor Lan Xue,
Dean of School of Public Policy and Management, Tsinghua University, China

Components of Risk
"Cosimo de'Medici (1389-1464), the fabulously wealthy banker who became the leading citizen of Florence in the fifteenth
century, spent lavishly as the city's most important patron of art and literature. This book is the first comprehensive
examination of the whole body of works of art and architecture commissioned by Cosimo and his sons. By looking closely at
this spectacular group of commissions, we gain an entirely new picture of their patron, and of the patron's point of view.
Recurrent themes in the commissions - from Fra Angelico's San Marco altarpiece to the Medici palace - indicate the main
interests to which Cosimo's patronage gave visual expression. Dale Kent offers new insights and perspectives on the
individual objects comprising the Medici oeuvre by setting them within the context of civic and popular culture in early
Renaissance Florence, and of Cosimo's life as the leader of the Medici lineage and the dominant force in the governing
elite." "From the wealth of available documentation illuminating Cosimo de'Medici's life, the author considers how his own
experience influenced his patronage; how the culture of Renaissance Florence provided a common idiom for the patron, his
artists, and his audience; what he preferred and intended as a patron; and how focussing on his patronage of art alters the
image of him that is based on his roles as banker and politician. Cosimo was as much a product as a shaper of Florentine
society, Kent concludes. She identifies civic patriotism and devotion as the main themes of his oeuvre and argues that
religious imperatives may well have been more important than political ones in shaping the art for which he was
responsible and its reception."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights
Reserved

Long-Term Institutional Management of U.S. Department of Energy Legacy Waste Sites
This timely Handbook is based on the principle that disasters are social constructions and focuses on social science disaster
research. It provides an interdisciplinary approach to disasters with theoretical, methodological, and practical applications.
Attention is given to conceptual issues dealing with the concept "disaster" and to methodological issues relating to research
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on disasters. These include Geographic Information Systems as a useful research tool and its implications for future
research. This seminal work is the first interdisciplinary collection of disaster research as it stands now while outlining how
the field will continue to grow.

Handbook of Disaster Research
The term "patient safety" rose to popularity in the late nineties, as the medical community -- in particular, physicians
working in nonmedical and administrative capacities -- sought to raise awareness of the tens of thousands of deaths in the
US attributed to medical errors each year. But what was causing these medical errors? And what made these accidents to
rise to epidemic levels, seemingly overnight? Still Not Safe is the story of the rise of the patient-safety movement -- and
how an "epidemic" of medical errors was derived from a reality that didn't support such a characterization. Physician Robert
Wears and organizational theorist Kathleen Sutcliffe trace the origins of patient safety to the emergence of market trends
that challenged the place of doctors in the larger medical ecosystem: the rise in medical litigation and physicians' aversion
to risk; institutional changes in the organization and control of healthcare; and a bureaucratic movement to "rationalize"
medical practice -- to make a hospital run like a factory. If these social factors challenged the place of practitioners, then
the patient-safety movement provided a means for readjustment. In spite of relatively constant rates of medical errors in
the preceding decades, the "epidemic" was announced in 1999 with the publication of the Institute of Medicine report To Err
Is Human; the reforms that followed came to be dominated by the very professions it set out to reform. Weaving together
narratives from medicine, psychology, philosophy, and human performance, Still Not Safe offers a counterpoint to the
presiding, doctor-centric narrative of contemporary American medicine. It is certain to raise difficult, important questions
around the state of our healthcare system -- and provide an opening note for other challenging conversations.

Be Very Afraid
The Real Bravo Two Zero
This timely Handbook is based on the principle that disasters are social constructions and focuses on social science disaster
research. It provides an interdisciplinary approach to disasters with theoretical, methodological, and practical applications.
Attention is given to conceptual issues dealing with the concept "disaster" and to methodological issues relating to research
on disasters. These include Geographic Information Systems as a useful research tool and its implications for future
research. This seminal work is the first interdisciplinary collection of disaster research as it stands now while outlining how
the field will continue to grow.
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The Efficiency Expert
The conventional approach to risk communication, based on a centralized and controlled model, has led to blatant failures
in the management of recent safety related events. In parallel, several cases have proved that actors not thought of as risk
governance or safety management contributors may play a positive role regarding safety. Building on these two
observations and bridging the gap between risk communication and safety practices leads to a new, more societal
perspective on risk communication, that allows for smart risk governance and safety management. This book is Open
Access under a CC-BY licence.

English as a Global Language
Al Qaeda detonates a nuclear weapon in Times Square during rush hour, wiping out half of Manhattan and killing 500,000
people. A virulent strain of bird flu jumps to humans in Thailand, sweeps across Asia, and claims more than fifty million
lives. A single freight car of chlorine derails on the outskirts of Los Angeles, spilling its contents and killing seven million. An
asteroid ten kilometers wide slams into the Atlantic Ocean, unleashing a tsunami that renders life on the planet as we know
it extinct. We consider the few who live in fear of such scenarios to be alarmist or even paranoid. But Worst Cases shows
that such individuals—like Cassandra foreseeing the fall of Troy—are more reasonable and prescient than you might think.
In this book, Lee Clarke surveys the full range of possible catastrophes that animate and dominate the popular imagination,
from toxic spills and terrorism to plane crashes and pandemics. Along the way, he explores how the ubiquity of worst cases
in everyday life has rendered them ordinary and mundane: very real threats like a killer flu or an American Hiroshima have
become so common that they have lost their ability to shock us. Fear and dread, Clarke argues, have actually become too
rare: only when the public has more substantial information and more credible warnings will it take worst cases as seriously
as it should. A timely and necessary look into how we think about the unthinkable, Worst Cases will be must reading for
anyone attuned to our current climate of threat and fear.

Public Dollars, Private Stadiums
The true story of the most famous SAS operation in history. 'Bravo Two Zero' was the code-name of the famous SAS
operation: a classic story of bravery in the face of overwhelming odds. BRAVO TWO ZERO by patrol commander 'Andy
McNab' became an international bestseller, as did the book by 'Chris Ryan' (THE ONE THAT GOT AWAY). Both men became
millionaires. Three members of the patrol were killed. One, veteran sergeant Vince Phillips, was blamed in both books for a
succession of mistakes. As Michael Asher reveals, the stories in BRAVO TWO ZERO and THE ONE THAT GOT AWAY grew
considerably in the telling. Their heroic tales of taking out tanks with their rocket launchers, mowing down hundreds of Iraqi
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soldiers, the silent stabbing of the occasional sentry, were never mentioned at their post-war debriefings In an investigation
literally in the footsteps of the patrol, Michael Asher tells the true story.

Redeeming the Broken Body
Surveys the online social habits of American teens and analyzes the role technology and social media plays in their lives,
examining common misconceptions about such topics as identity, privacy, danger, and bullying.

Bare-Faced Messiah
Journalist Walls grew up with parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity were their curse and their salvation. Rex
and Rose Mary and their four children lived like nomads, moving among Southwest desert towns, camping in the
mountains. Rex was a charismatic, brilliant man who, when sober, captured his children's imagination, teaching them how
to embrace life fearlessly. Rose Mary painted and wrote and couldn't stand the responsibility of providing for her family.
When the money ran out, the Walls retreated to the dismal West Virginia mining town Rex had tried to escape. As the
dysfunction escalated, the children had to fend for themselves, supporting one another as they found the resources and will
to leave home. Yet Walls describes her parents with deep affection in this tale of unconditional love in a family that, despite
its profound flaws, gave her the fiery determination to carve out a successful life. -- From publisher description.

The Glass Castle
Bare-Faced Messiah tells the extraordinary story of L. Ron Hubbard, a penniless science-fi ction writer who founded the
Church of Scientology, became a millionaire prophet and convinced his adoring followers that he alone could save the
world. According to his 'official' biography, Hubbard was an explorer, engineer, scientist, war hero and philosopher. But in
the words of a Californian judge, he was schizophrenic, paranoid and a pathological liar. What is not in dispute is that
Hubbard was one of the most bizarre characters of the twentieth century. Bare-Faced Messiah exposes the myths
surrounding the fascinating and mysterious founder of the Church of Scientology - a man of hypnotic charm and limitless
imagination - and provides the defi nitive account of how the notorious organisation was created.

Bangkok Express
This book covers several dimensions of disaster studies as an emerging discipline. It is the inaugural book in the series
‘Disaster Studies and Management’ and deals with questions such as “Is disaster management a field of practice, a
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profession, or simply a new area of study?” Exploring intersectionalities, the book also examines areas of research that
could help enhance the discourse on disaster management from policy and practice perspectives, revisiting conventional
event-centric approaches, which are the basis for most writings on the subject. Several case studies and comparative
analyses reflect a critical reading of research and practice concerning disasters and their management. The book offers
valuable insights into various subjects including the challenge of establishing inter- and multi-disciplinary teams within the
academia involved in disaster studies, and sociological and anthropological readings of post-disaster memoryscapes. Each
of the contributors has an enduring interest in disaster studies, thus enriching the book immensely. This book will be of
interest to all the students and scholars of disaster studies and disaster management, as well as to practitioners and
policymakers.

The Nation
Despite the vital importance of the emerging area of biotechnology and its role in defense planning and policymaking, no
definitive book has been written on the topic for the defense policymaker, the military student, and the private-sector
bioscientist interested in the "emerging opportunities market" of national security. This edited volume is intended to help
close this gap and provide the necessary backdrop for thinking strategically about biology in defense planning and
policymaking. This volume is about applications of the biological sciences, here called "biologically inspired innovations," to
the military. Rather than treating biology as a series of threats to be dealt with, such innovations generally approach the
biological sciences as a set of opportunities for the military to gain strategic advantage over adversaries. These
opportunities rangefrom looking at everything from genes to brains, from enhancing human performance to creating
renewable energy, from sensing the environment around us to harnessing its power.

Brilliant Mistakes
David Crystal's classic English as a Global Language considers the history, present status and future of the English
language, focusing on its role as the leading international language. English has been deemed the most 'successful'
language ever, with 1500 million speakers internationally, presenting a difficult task to those who wish to investigate it in
its entirety. However, Crystal explores the subject in a measured but engaging way, always backing up observations with
facts and figures. Written in a detailed and fascinating manner, this is a book written by an expert both for specialists in the
subject and for general readers interested in the English language.

The Psychosocial Implications of Disney Movies
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Urban Design, Chaos, and Colonial Power in Zanzibar
Politics of Climate Change
NOMINATED AND SHORT LISTED FOR THE SURVEILLANCE STUDIES BOOK PRIZE 2011! This theoretically informed research
explores what the development and transformation of air travel has meant for societies and individuals. Brings together a
number of interdisciplinary approaches towards the aeroplane and its relation to society Presents an original theory that our
societies are aerial societies, or 'aerealities', and shows how we are both enabled and threatened by aerial mobility
Features a series of detailed international case studies which map the history of aviation over the past century - from the
promises of early flight, to World War II bombing campaigns, and to the rise of international terrorism today Demonstrates
the transformational capacity of air transport to shape societies, bodies and individual identities Offers startling historical
evidence and bold new ideas about how the social and material spaces of the aeroplane are considered in the modern era

The Oxford Handbook of Project Management
"Climate change differs from any other problem that, as collective humanity, we face today. If it goes unchecked, the
consequences are likely to be catastrophic for human life on earth. Yet for most people, and for many policy-makers too, it
tends to be a 'back of the mind' issue. [This book] argues controversially, we do not have a systematic politics of climate
change. Politics-as-usual won't allow us to deal with the problems we face, while the recipes of the main challenger to
orthodox politics, the green movement, are flawed at source." - cover.

Worst Cases
In this volume of 15 articles, contributors from a wide range of disciplines present their analyses of Disney movies and
Disney music, which are mainstays of popular culture. The power of the Disney brand has heightened the need for
academics to question whether Disney’s films and music function as a tool of the Western elite that shapes the views of
those less empowered. Given its global reach, how the Walt Disney Company handles the role of race, gender, and
sexuality in social structural inequality merits serious reflection according to a number of the articles in the volume. On the
other hand, other authors argue that Disney productions can help individuals cope with difficult situations or embrace
progressive thinking. The different approaches to the assessment of Disney films as cultural artifacts also vary according to
the theoretical perspectives guiding the interpretation of both overt and latent symbolic meaning in the movies. The
authors of the 15 articles encourage readers to engage with the material, showcasing a variety of views about the good, the
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bad, and the best way forward.

Volatile Places
How does the U.S. Post Office plan to deliver mail after atomic Armageddon? How do oil industry executives intend to
collect 10 million gallons of oil spilled in the Gulf of Alaska? How do regulators try to convince people that everyone can be
evacuated from congested Long Island after a nuclear power plant destroys itself? Lee Clarke enters the world of managers
and experts to find out how governments and corporations plan for massive disaster when they have no clue as to how to
go about it. He argues that managers create plans that are "fantasy documents," rhetorical tools that are used to convince
audiences that experts are in charge and that all is well. Provocative and written for a general audience, Mission Improbable
makes the case that society would be safer, smarter, and fairer if organizations would admit their limitations.

Lessons Encountered
The Role of Social Science Research in Disaster Preparedness and Response
Volatile Places: A Sociology of Communities and Environmental Controversies is a thoughtful guide to the spirited public
controversies that inevitably occur when environments and human communities collide. The movie "An Inconvenient Truth"
based on the environmental activism of Al Gore and the devastation of Hurricane Katrina are specifically highlighted.
Authors Valerie Gunter and Steve Kroll-Smith begin with a simple observation and offer a provocative case study approach
to the investigation of community and environmental controversies.

Disaster Studies
This volume represents an early attempt at assessing the Long War, now in its 14th year. Forged in the fires of the 9/11
attacks, the war includes campaigns against al Qaeda, major conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, and operations in the Horn of
Africa, the Republic of the Philippines, and globally, in the air and on the sea. The authors herein treat only the campaigns
in Afghanistan and Iraq, the largest U.S. efforts. It is intended for future senior officers, their advisors, and other national
security decisionmakers. By derivation, it is also a book for students in joint professional military education courses, which
will qualify them to work in the field of strategy. While the book tends to focus on strategic decisions and developments of
land wars among the people, it acknowledges that the status of the United States as a great power and the strength of its
ground forces depend in large measure on the dominance of the U.S. Navy and U.S. Air Force in their respective domains.
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Aerial Life
Across Africa and elsewhere, colonialism promised to deliver progress and development. In urban Zanzibar, the British
vowed to import scientific techniques and practices - ranging from sanitation to urban planning - to create a perfect city.
However, Bissell shows how these plans had to be remade over and over again.

Bio-Inspired Innovation and National Security
In Be Very Afraid, Robert Wuthnow examines the human response to existential threats--once a matter for theology, but
now looming before us in multiple forms. Nuclear weapons, pandemics, global warming: each threatens to destroy the
planet, or at least to annihilate our species. Freud, he notes, famously taught that the standard psychological response to
an overwhelming danger is denial. In fact, Wuthnow writes, the opposite is true: we seek ways of positively meeting the
threat, of doing something--anything--even if it's wasteful and time-consuming. It would be one thing if our responses were
merely pointless, he observes, but they can actually be harmful. Both the public and policymakers tend to model reactions
to grave threats on how we met previous ones. Offering insight into our responses to everything from An Inconvenient Truth
to the bird and swine flu epidemics, Wuthnow provides a profound new understanding of the human reaction to existential
vulnerability.

Public Inquiries, Policy Learning, and the Threat of Future Crises
The Oxford Handbook of Project Management presents and discusses leading ideas in the management of projects.
Positioning project management as a domain much broader and more strategic than simply 'execution management', this
Handbook draws on the insights of over 40 scholars to chart the development of the subject over the last 50 years or more
as an area of increasing practical and academic interest. It suggests we could be entering an emerging 'third wave' of
analysis and interpretation following its early technical and operational beginnings and the subsequent shift to a focus on
projects and their management. Topics dealt with include: the historical evolution of the subject; its theoretical base;
professionalism; business and societal context; strategy; organization; governance; innovation; overruns; risk; information
management; procurement; relationships and trust; knowledge management; practice and teams. This handbook is of
particular relevance to those interested in the research issues underlying project management.

Managing Uncertainty in Crisis
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Still Not Safe
In the aftermath of major crises, governments usually turn to expensive public inquiries. Clearly, such inquiries have an
important policy-learning mandate. However, despite their high-profile nature and their being the pre-eminent means of
learning about crises, we know very little about exactly what inquiries produce in terms of learning, and what factors
influence their effectiveness. This book examines the extent to which post-crisis inquiries actually dodeliver effective lessonlearning and thereby reduce vulnerability to future threats. It provides evidence from an international comparison of postcrisis inquiries in Australia, Canada, New Zealand, andthe United Kingdom, which will show that, contrary to conventional
wisdom, the post-crisis inquiry is an effective means of policy-learning after crises, and that they do consistently encourage
policy reforms that enhance resilience to future threats.
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