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This Corner of Canaan
Texas has a history of producing nationally prominent leaders. It is
also important for its burgeoning population and its natural
resources. Few can argue that its politics are not fascinating. The
years from 1938 to 1957 were the most primitive period of rule by
the Texas Establishment, a loosely knit plutocracy of the Anglo
upper classes answering only to the vested interests in banking, oil,
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Establishment
was reflected in
numerous and harsh antilabor
laws, the suppression of academic freedom, a segregationist
philosophy, elections marred by demagoguery and corruption, the
devolution of the daily press, and a state government that offered its
citizens, especially minorities, very few services. Important
elements in the contemporary political scene originated between
1938 and 1957.

From South Texas to the Nation
This book is divided into two parts. Part 1 uses the first three
chapters to examine 1821, taking stock of the multiple changes
underway at independence. The chapters set up three social worlds
coexisting in the region and affecting the development of the
others.Part 2 follows the development of ethnicity and nationalism
through Texas secession and American expansion up to the U.S.
Civil War. External events coupled with internal developments
strained the delicate balance Tejanos crafted after independence.
The chapters in part 2 recast well-known events of that period
tensions with the Mexican government, Texas secession, the battle
of the Alamo, the Republic of Texas era, and the U.S.-Mexico War
through their impact on Tejanos. The chapters present a narrative
arc of Tejano decline, resurgence, and persistence in the face of
changing conditions and difficult and oppressive circumstances.

Riding for the Lone Star
River of Dark Dreams places the Cotton Kingdom at the center of
worldwide webs of exchange and exploitation that extended across
oceans and drove an insatiable hunger for new lands. This bold
reaccounting dramatically alters our understanding of American
slavery and its role in U.S. expansionism, global capitalism, and the
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In The New Borderlands History
Colonizing Paradise
Crucible of the Civil War offers an illuminating portrait of the
state’s wartime economic, political, and social institutions.
Weighing in on contentious issues within established scholarship
while also breaking ground in areas long neglected by scholars, the
contributors examine such concerns as the war’s effect on slavery
in the state, the wartime intersection of race and religion, and the
development of Confederate social networks. They also shed light
on topics long disputed by historians, such as Virginia’s decision to
secede from the Union, the development of Confederate
nationalism, and how Virginians chose to remember the war after
its close.

Confederate Reckoning
In this innovative new study, Zach Sell returns to the explosive era
of capitalist crisis, upheaval, and warfare between emancipation in
the British Empire and Black emancipation in the United States. In
this age of global capital, U.S. slavery exploded to a vastness
hitherto unseen, propelled forward by the outrush of slaveryproduced commodities to Britain, continental Europe, and beyond.
As slavery-produced commodities poured out of the United States,
U.S. slaveholders transformed their profits into slavery expansion.
Ranging from colonial India to Australia and Belize, Sell's
examination further reveals how U.S. slavery provided not only the
raw material for Britain's explosive manufacturing growth but also
inspired new hallucinatory imperial visions of colonial domination
that took root on a global scale. What emerges is a tale of a system
too powerful and too profitable to end, even after emancipation; it is
the story of how slavery's influence survived emancipation, infusing
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In The New Borderlands History
Complicity
In Cara Caddoo’s perspective-changing study, African Americans
emerge as pioneers of cinema from the 1890s to 1920s. But as it
gained popularity, black cinema also became controversial. Black
leaders demanded self-representation and an end to cinematic
mischaracterizations which, they charged, violated the civil rights of
African Americans.

Peace Came in the Form of a Woman
"Short sections of chapters 2 and 3 appeared previously in Stephen
F. Austin's views on slavery in early Texas, in This corner of
Canaan: essays on Texas in honor of Randolph B. Campbell, edited
by Richard McCaslin, Donald Chipman, and Andrew J. Torget
(Denton: University of North Texas Press, 2013)."--Publisher's
description.

Texas Blood
The idea of Texas was forged in the crucible of frontier warfare
between 1822 and 1865, when Anglo-Americans adapted to
mounted combat north of the Rio Grande. This cavalry-centric
arena, which had long been the domain of Plains Indians and the
Spanish Empire, compelled an adaptive martial tradition that shaped
early Lone Star society. Beginning with initial tactical innovation in
Spanish Tejas and culminating with massive mobilization for the
Civil War, Texas society developed a distinctive way of war
defined by armed horsemanship, volunteer militancy, and shortterm mobilization as it grappled with both tribal and international
opponents. Drawing upon military reports, participants' memoirs,
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colonial Tejas, territorial wars of the Texas Republic, the MexicanAmerican War, border conflicts of antebellum Texas, and the
cataclysmic Civil War. In each conflict Texan volunteers answered
the call to arms with marked enthusiasm for mounted combat.
Riding for the Lone Star explores this societal passion--with
emphasis on the historic rise of the Texas Rangers--through
unflinching examination of territorial competition with Comanches,
Mexicans, and Unionists. Even as statesmen Stephen F. Austin and
Sam Houston emerged as influential strategic leaders, captains like
Edward Burleson, John Coffee Hays, and John Salmon Ford
attained fame for tactical success.

The Holocaust and New World Slavery: Volume 1
During the nineteenth century, the United States entered the ranks
of the world's most advanced and dynamic economies. At the same
time, the nation sustained an expansive and brutal system of human
bondage. This was no mere coincidence. Slavery's Capitalism
argues for slavery's centrality to the emergence of American
capitalism in the decades between the Revolution and the Civil
War. According to editors Sven Beckert and Seth Rockman, the
issue is not whether slavery itself was or was not capitalist but,
rather, the impossibility of understanding the nation's spectacular
pattern of economic development without situating slavery front
and center. American capitalism—renowned for its celebration of
market competition, private property, and the self-made man—has its
origins in an American slavery predicated on the abhorrent notion
that human beings could be legally owned and compelled to work
under force of violence. Drawing on the expertise of sixteen
scholars who are at the forefront of rewriting the history of
American economic development, Slavery's Capitalism identifies
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entrepreneurship,
finance, accounting,
management, and political
economy that are too often attributed to the so-called free market.
Approaching the study of slavery as the originating catalyst for the
Industrial Revolution and modern capitalism casts new light on
American credit markets, practices of offshore investment, and
understandings of human capital. Rather than seeing slavery as
outside the institutional structures of capitalism, the essayists
recover slavery's importance to the American economic past and
prompt enduring questions about the relationship of market freedom
to human freedom. Contributors: Edward E. Baptist, Sven Beckert,
Daina Ramey Berry, Kathryn Boodry, Alfred L. Brophy, Stephen
Chambers, Eric Kimball, John Majewski, Bonnie Martin, Seth
Rockman, Daniel B. Rood, Caitlin Rosenthal, Joshua D. Rothman,
Calvin Schermerhorn, Andrew Shankman, Craig Steven Wilder.

One Nation Divided by Slavery
Driving straight to the heart of the most contentious issue in
American history, Sean Wilentz argues controversially that, far
from concealing a crime against humanity, the U.S. Constitution
limited slavery’s legitimacy—a limitation which in time inspired the
antislavery politics that led to Southern secession, the Civil War,
and Emancipation.

A Southern Community in Crisis
Plants seldom figure in the grand narratives of war, peace, or even
everyday life yet they are often at the center of high intrigue. In the
eighteenth century, epic scientific voyages were sponsored by
European imperial powers to explore the natural riches of the New
World, and uncover the botanical secrets of its people.
Bioprospectors brought back medicines, luxuries, and staples for
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these
daredevil
explorers joined with
their sponsors to create a
global culture of botany. But some secrets were unearthed only to
be lost again. In this moving account of the abuses of indigenous
Caribbean people and African slaves, Schiebinger describes how
slave women brewed the "peacock flower" into an abortifacient, to
ensure that they would bear no children into oppression. Yet,
impeded by trade winds of prevailing opinion, knowledge of West
Indian abortifacients never flowed into Europe. A rich history of
discovery and loss, "Plants and Empire" explores the movement,
triumph, and extinction of knowledge in the course of encounters
between Europeans and the Caribbean populations.

Crucible of the Civil War
Seeds of Empire
Interviews with former Texas slaves describe how families were
torn apart, harsh treatments by overseers, and daily life on a
plantation

Empire Maker
Presents a history of the interdependence of sugar, slavery, and
colonial settlement in the New World through the story of the
author's ancestors, exploring the myriad connections between sugar
cultivation and her family's identity, genealogy, and financial
stability.

The Cotton Kingdom
In the two decades before the Civil War, free Americans engaged in
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commemoration
at the Smithsonian
Institution of the atomic
bombing of Hiroshima. Michael F. Conlin investigates the different
ways antebellum Americans celebrated civic holidays, read the
Declaration of Independence, and commemorated Revolutionary
War battles, revealing much about their contrasting views of
American nationalism.

The Establishment in Texas Politics
For more than five decades, Horton Foote, "the Chekhov of the
small town," has chronicled with compassion and acuity the
changes in American life -- both intimate and universal. His
adaptation of Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird and his original
screenplay Tender Mercies earned him Academy Awards. He
received an Indie Award for Best Writer for The Trip to Bountiful
and a Pulitzer Prize for The Young Man from Atlanta. In his plays
and films, Foote has returned over and over again to Wharton,
Texas, where he was born and where he lives, once again, in the
house in which he grew up. Now for the first time, in Farewell,
Foote turns to prose to tell his own story and the stories of the real
people who have inspired his characters. He was the first child of
his generation of Footes, born into an extended family of aunts,
great-aunts, grandparents and dozens of cousins once removed, all
of whom discovered that even as a young boy Foote was an avid
listener with an uncanny ability to extract a story -- including those
deemed unfit for children. Foote's memories are of a time when
going down to meet the train was an event whether or not you knew
someone on it, when black and white children played together until
segregation forced them apart at school-age. Foote beautifully
maintains the child's-eye view, so that we gradually discover, as did
he, that something was wrong with his Brooks uncles, that none of
them proved able to keep a job or stay married or quit drinking. We
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both a celebration of the immense importance of community in our
earlier history and evidence that even a strong community cannot
save a lost soul. In all of Foote's writing, he reveals the immense
drama behind quiet lives, or as Frank Rich has said, "the unbearable
turbulence beneath a tranquil surface." Farewell is as deeply
moving as the best of Foote's writing for film and theater, and a
gorgeous testimony to his own faith in the human spirit.

Beyond the Alamo
Cotton, crucial to the economy of the American South, has also
played a vital role in the making of the Mexican north. The Lower
Río Bravo (Rio Grande) Valley irrigation zone on the border with
Texas in northern Tamaulipas, Mexico, was the centerpiece of the
Cárdenas government’s effort to make cotton the basis of the
national economy. This irrigation district, built and settled by
Mexican Americans repatriated from Texas, was a central feature of
Mexico’s effort to control and use the waters of the international
river for irrigated agriculture. Drawing on previously unexplored
archival sources, Casey Walsh discusses the relations among
various groups comprising the “social field” of cotton production in
the borderlands. By describing the complex relationships among
these groups, Walsh contributes to a clearer understanding of
capitalism and the state, of transnational economic forces, of
agricultural and water issues in the U.S.-Mexican borderlands, and
of the environmental impacts of economic development. Building
the Borderlands crosses a number of disciplinary, thematic, and
regional frontiers, integrating perspectives and literature from the
United States and Mexico, from anthropology and history, and from
political, economic, and cultural studies. Walsh’s important
transnational study will enjoy a wide audience among scholars of
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Farewell
The Strange Career of William Ellis
"The epic story of the rise and fall of the empire of cotton, its
centrality in the world economy, and its making and remaking of
global capitalism. Sven Beckert's rich, fascinating book tells the
story of how, in a remarkably brief period, European entrepreneurs
and powerful statesmen recast the world's most significant
manufacturing industry combining imperial expansion and slave
labor with new machines and wage workers to change the world.
Here is the story of how, beginning well before the advent of
machine production in 1780, these men created a potent innovation
(Beckert calls it war capitalism, capitalism based on unrestrained
actions of private individuals; the domination of masters over
slaves, of colonial capitalists over indigenous inhabitants), and
crucially affected the disparate realms of cotton that had existed for
millennia. We see how this thing called war capitalism shaped the
rise of cotton, and then was used as a lever to transform the world.
The empire of cotton was, from the beginning, a fulcrum of
constant global struggle between slaves and planters, merchants and
statesmen, farmers and merchants, workers and factory owners. In
this as in so many other ways, Beckert makes clear how these forces
ushered in the modern world. The result is a book as unsettling and
disturbing as it is enlightening: a book that brilliantly weaves
together the story of cotton with how the present global world came
to exist"--Résumé de l'éditeur.
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In The New Borderlands History
In the early years of the twentieth century, newcomer farmers and
migrant Mexicans forged a new world in South Texas. In just a
decade, this vast region, previously considered too isolated and
desolate for large-scale agriculture, became one of the United
States' most lucrative farming regions and one of its worst places to
work. By encouraging mass migration from Mexico, paying low
wages, selectively enforcing immigration restrictions, toppling older
political arrangements, and periodically immobilizing the
workforce, growers created a system of labor controls unique in its
levels of exploitation. Ethnic Mexican residents of South Texas
fought back by organizing and by leaving, migrating to destinations
around the United States where employers eagerly hired them--and
continued to exploit them. In From South Texas to the Nation, John
Weber reinterprets the United States' record on human and labor
rights. This important book illuminates the way in which South
Texas pioneered the low-wage, insecure, migration-dependent labor
system on which so many industries continue to depend.

Plants and Empire
Stephanie McCurry tells a very different tale of the Confederate
experience. When the grandiosity of Southerners’ national
ambitions met the harsh realities of wartime crises, unintended
consequences ensued. Although Southern statesmen and generals
had built the most powerful slave regime in the Western world, they
had excluded the majority of their own people—white women and
slaves—and thereby sowed the seeds of their demise.

Seeds of Empire
Randolph B. “Mike” Campbell has spent the better part of the last
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structures of the Texas past. Through meticulous research and
terrific prose, Campbell's collective work has fundamentally remade
how historians understand Texan identity and the state's southern
heritage, as well as our understanding of such contentious issues as
slavery, westward expansion, and Reconstruction. Campbell's
pioneering work in local and county records has defined the model
for grassroots research and community studies in the field. More
than any other scholar, Campbell has shaped our modern
understanding of Texas. In this collection of seventeen original
essays, Campbell's colleagues, friends, and students offer a
capacious examination of Texas's history—ranging from the Spanish
era through the 1960s War on Poverty—to honor Campbell's deep
influence on the field. Focusing on themes and methods that
Campbell pioneered, the essays debate Texas identity, the creation
of nineteenth-century Texas, the legacies of the Civil War and
Reconstruction, and the remaking of the Lone Star State during the
twentieth century. Featuring some of the most well-known names in
the field—as well as rising stars—the volume offers the latest
scholarship on major issues in Texas history, and the enduring
influence of the most eminent Texas historian of the last half
century.

Empire of Cotton
Giving close consideration to previously neglected debates,
Matthew Mason challenges the common contention that slavery
held little political significance in America until the Missouri Crisis
of 1819. Mason demonstrates that slavery and politics were enme

U.S. History
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While other ex-slaves and many poor whites became trapped in the
exploitative sharecropping system, these independence-seeking
individuals settled on pockets of unclaimed land that had been
deemed too poor for farming and turned them into successful family
farms. In these self-sufficient rural communities, often known as
"freedom colonies," African Americans created a refuge from the
discrimination and violence that routinely limited the opportunities
of blacks in the Jim Crow South. Freedom Colonies is the first book
to tell the story of these independent African American settlements.
Thad Sitton and James Conrad focus on communities in Texas,
where blacks achieved a higher percentage of land ownership than
in any other state of the Deep South. The authors draw on a vast
reservoir of ex-slave narratives, oral histories, written memoirs, and
public records to describe how the freedom colonies formed and to
recreate the lifeways of African Americans who made their living
by farming or in skilled trades such as milling and blacksmithing.
They also uncover the forces that led to the decline of the
communities from the 1930s onward, including economic hard
times and the greed of whites who found legal and illegal means of
taking black-owned land. And they visit some of the remaining
communities to discover how their independent way of life endures
into the twenty-first century.

Legacies of slavery
A native of northern Russia, Alexander Baranov was a middle-aged
merchant trader with no prior experience in the fur trade when, in
1790, he arrived in North America to assume command over
Russia's highly profitable sea otter business. With the title of chief
manager, he strengthened his leadership role after the formation of
the Russian American Company in 1799. An adventuresome,
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in Alaska, making
huge profits for company
partners and shareholders in Irkutsk and St. Petersburg while
receiving scandalously little support from the homeland. Baranov
receives long overdue attention in Kenneth Owens's Empire Maker,
the first scholarly biography of Russian America's virtual imperial
viceroy. His eventful life included shipwrecks, battles with Native
forces, clashes with rival traders and Russian Orthodox
missionaries, and an enduring marriage to a Kodiak Alutiiq woman
with whom he had two children. In the process, the book reveals
maritime Alaska and northern California during the Baranov era as
fascinating cultural borderlands, where Russian, English, Spanish,
and New England Yankee traders and indigenous peoples formed
complex commercial, political, and domestic relationships that
continue to influence these regions today.

Changing National Identities at the Frontier
Historians have published countless studies of the American Civil
War from 1861 to 1865 and the era of Reconstruction that followed
those four years of brutally destructive conflict. Most of these
works focus on events and developments at the national or state
level, explaining and analyzing the causes of disunion, the course of
the war, and the bitter disputes that arose during restoration of the
Union. Much less attention has been given to studying how ordinary
people experienced the years from 1861 to 1876. What did
secession, civil war, emancipation, victory for the United States,
and Reconstruction mean at the local level in Texas? Exactly how
much change—economic, social, and political—did the era bring to
the focus of the study, Harrison County: a cotton-growing, planterdominated community with the largest slave population of any
county in the state? Providing an answer to that question is the basic
purpose of A Southern Community in Crisis: Harrison County,
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in 1983,
the book is now
available in paperback, with a
foreword by Andrew J. Torget, one of the Lone Star State’s top
young historians.

Puritan Conquistadors
The book demonstrates that a wider Pan-American perspective can
upset the most cherished national narratives of the United States, for
it maintains that the Puritan colonization of New England was as
much a chivalric, crusading act of Reconquista (against the Devil)
as was the Spanish conquest.

Tomlinson Hill
Slavery in the South has been documented in volumes ranging from
exhaustive histories to bestselling novels. But the North’s profit
from–indeed, dependence on–slavery has mostly been a shameful
and well-kept secret . . . until now. In this startling and superbly
researched new book, three veteran New England journalists
demythologize the region of America known for tolerance and
liberation, revealing a place where thousands of people were held in
bondage and slavery was both an economic dynamo and a necessary
way of life. Complicity reveals the cruel truth about the Triangle
Trade of molasses, rum, and slaves that lucratively linked the North
to the West Indies and Africa; discloses the reality of Northern
empires built on profits from rum, cotton, and ivory–and run, in
some cases, by abolitionists; and exposes the thousand-acre
plantations that existed in towns such as Salem, Connecticut. Here,
too, are eye-opening accounts of the individuals who profited
directly from slavery far from the Mason-Dixon line–including
Nathaniel Gordon of Maine, the only slave trader sentenced to die
in the United States, who even as an inmate of New York’s
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city; Patty Cannon,
whose brutal gang kidnapped
free blacks from Northern states and sold them into slavery; and the
Philadelphia doctor Samuel Morton, eminent in the nineteenthcentury field of “race science,” which purported to prove the
inferiority of African-born black people. Culled from long-ignored
documents and reports–and bolstered by rarely seen photos,
publications, maps, and period drawings–Complicity is a
fascinating and sobering work that actually does what so many
books pretend to do: shed light on America’s past. Expanded from
the celebrated Hartford Courant special report that the Connecticut
Department of Education sent to every middle school and high
school in the state (the original work is required readings in many
college classrooms,) this new book is sure to become a must-read
reference everywhere.

Trouble of the World
Providing a reliable view of the relevant issues, and based on a
broad and comprehensive set of data and evidence, Steven T. Katz
analyses the fundamental differences between the Holocaust and
new world slavery and re-evaluates our understanding of the Nazi
agenda. Among the subjects he examines are: the use of black
slaves as workers compared to the Nazi use of Jewish labor; the
causes of slave demographic decline and growth in different New
World locations; and the main features of Jewish life during the
Holocaust relative to slave life. Katz shows the different ways in
which slave women and children were valued as commodities.
Thus, neither were intentionally murdered. By comparison, Jewish
slave women and children were viewed as the ultimate racial enemy
and therefore had to be exterminated. These and other findings
conclusively demonstrate the uniqueness of the Holocaust
compared with other historical instances of slavery.
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In The New Borderlands History
A black child born on the US-Mexico border in the twilight of
slavery, William Ellis inhabited a world divided along ambiguous
racial lines. Adopting the name Guillermo Eliseo, he passed as
Mexican, transcending racial lines to become fabulously wealthy as
a Wall Street banker, diplomat, and owner of scores of mines and
haciendas south of the border. In The Strange Career of William
Ellis, prize-winning historian Karl Jacoby weaves an astonishing
tale of cunning and scandal, offering fresh insights on the history of
the Reconstruction era, the US-Mexico border, and the abiding
riddle of race in America.

Freedom Colonies
This economic and technical history of the early American bicycle
industry focuses on the crucial period from 1876 to the beginning of
World War I. It looks particularly at the life and career of the
industry’s most significant personality during this era, Albert
Augustus Pope. After becoming enamored with English highwheeled bicycles during a visit to the Philadelphia World’s Fair in
1876, Pope soon started paying Hartford, Connecticut’s Weed
Sewing Machine Company to make his own brand of high-wheeler,
the “Columbia,” the first to be manufactured in America in
significant numbers. A decade later, Pope bought out that company,
and ten years after that, Hartford’s Park River was lined with five
of Pope’s factories. This book tells the story of the Pope
Manufacturing Company’s meteoric rise and fall and the growth of
an industry around it.

The Half Has Never Been Told
A New York Times Best Seller! Tomlinson Hill is the stunning
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Internationally recognized
for his work as a fearless war correspondent, award-winning
journalist Chris Tomlinson grew up hearing stories about his
family's abandoned cotton plantation in Falls County, Texas. Most
of the tales lionized his white ancestors for pioneering along the
Brazos River. His grandfather often said the family's slaves loved
them so much that they also took Tomlinson as their last name.
LaDainian Tomlinson, football great and former running back for
the San Diego Chargers, spent part of his childhood playing on the
same land that his black ancestors had worked as slaves. As a child,
LaDainian believed the Hill was named after his family. Not until
he was old enough to read an historical plaque did he realize that
the Hill was named for his ancestor's slaveholders. A masterpiece of
authentic American history, Tomlinson Hill traces the true and very
revealing story of these two families. From the beginning in 1854—
when the first Tomlinson, a white woman, arrived—to 2007, when
the last Tomlinson, LaDainian's father, left, the book unflinchingly
explores the history of race and bigotry in Texas. Along the way it
also manages to disclose a great many untruths that are latent in the
unsettling and complex story of America. Tomlinson Hill is also the
basis for a film and an interactive web project. The award-winning
film, which airs on PBS, concentrates on present-day Marlin, Texas
and how the community struggles with poverty and the legacy of
race today, and is accompanied by an interactive web site called
Voice of Marlin, which stores the oral histories collected along the
way. Chris Tomlinson has used the reporting skills he honed as a
highly respected reporter covering ethnic violence in Africa and the
Middle East to fashion a perfect microcosm of America's own
ethnic strife. The economic inequality, political shenanigans, cruelty
and racism—both subtle and overt—that informs the history of
Tomlinson Hill also live on in many ways to this very day in our
country as a whole. The author has used his impressive credentials
and honest humanity to create a classic work of American history
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Slavery's Capitalism
An account of the historical influences of six commercial plants,
including sugar, tea, cotton, potatoes, quinine, and coca, evaluates
their role in the Atlantic slave trade, opening up of China, and
establishment of multiple colonial empires. Reprint.

Building the Borderlands
This book explores how the diverse and fiercely independent
peoples of Texas and New Mexico came to think of themselves as
members of one particular national community or another in the
years leading up to the Mexican-American War. Hispanics, Native
Americans, and Anglo Americans made agonizing and crucial
identity decisions against the backdrop of two structural
transformations taking place in the region during the first half of the
19th century and often pulling in opposite directions.

River of Dark Dreams
Revising the standard narrative of European-Indian relations in
America, Juliana Barr reconstructs a world in which Indians were
the dominant power and Europeans were the ones forced to
accommodate, resist, and persevere. She demonstrates that between
the 1690s and 1780s, Indian peoples including Caddos, Apaches,
Payayas, Karankawas, Wichitas, and Comanches formed
relationships with Spaniards in Texas that refuted European claims
of imperial control. Barr argues that Indians not only retained
control over their territories but also imposed control over
Spaniards. Instead of being defined in racial terms, as was often the
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in the region were dictated by
Indian expressions of power, grounded in gendered terms of
kinship. By examining six realms of encounter--first contact,
settlement and intermarriage, mission life, warfare, diplomacy, and
captivity--Barr shows that native categories of gender provided the
political structure of Indian-Spanish relations by defining people's
identity, status, and obligations vis-a-vis others. Because native
systems of kin-based social and political order predominated,
argues Barr, Indian concepts of gender cut across European
perceptions of racial difference.

Till Freedom Cried Out
In the tradition of Ian Frazier's Great Plains, and as vivid as the
work of Cormac McCarthy, an intoxicating, singularly illuminating
history of the Texas borderlands from their settlement through
seven generations of Roger D. Hodge's ranching family. What
brought the author's family to Texas? What is it about Texas that for
centuries has exerted a powerful allure for adventurers and
scoundrels, dreamers and desperate souls, outlaws and outliers? In
search of answers, Hodge travels across his home state--which he
loves and hates in shifting measure--tracing the wanderings of his
ancestors into forgotten histories along vanished roads. Here is an
unsentimental, keenly insightful attempt to grapple with all that
makes Texas so magical, punishing, and polarizing. Here is a
spellbindingly evocative portrait of the borderlands--with its brutal
history of colonization, conquest, and genocide; where stories of
death and drugs and desperation play out daily. And here is a
contemplation of what it means that the ranching industry that has
sustained families like Hodge's for almost two centuries is quickly
fading away, taking with it a part of our larger, deep-rooted cultural
inheritance. A wholly original fusion of memoir and history--as
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Slavery and Politics in the Early American Republic
By the late 1810s, a global revolution in cotton had remade the
U.S.-Mexico border, bringing wealth and waves of Americans to
the Gulf Coast while also devastating the lives and villages of
Mexicans in Texas. In response, Mexico threw open its northern
territories to American farmers in hopes that cotton could bring
prosperity to the region. Thousands of Anglo-Americans poured
into Texas, but their insistence that slavery accompany them
sparked pitched battles across Mexico. An extraordinary alliance of
Anglos and Mexicans in Texas came together to defend slavery
against abolitionists in the Mexican government, beginning a series
of fights that culminated in the Texas Revolution. In the aftermath,
Anglo-Americans rebuilt the Texas borderlands into the most
unlikely creation: the first fully committed slaveholders' republic in
North America. Seeds of Empire tells the remarkable story of how
the cotton revolution of the early nineteenth century transformed
northeastern Mexico into the western edge of the United States, and
how the rise and spectacular collapse of the Republic of Texas as a
nation built on cotton and slavery proved to be a blueprint for the
Confederacy of the 1860s.

Seeds of Change
A groundbreaking, must-read history demonstrating that America's
economic supremacy was built on the backs of slaves Americans
tend to cast slavery as a pre-modern institution -- the nation's
original sin, perhaps, but isolated in time and divorced from
America's later success. But to do so robs the millions who suffered
in bondage of their full legacy. As historian Edward E. Baptist
reveals in the prizewinning The Half Has Never Been Told, the
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States. In the span of a single lifetime, the South grew from a
narrow coastal strip of worn-out tobacco plantations to a continental
cotton empire, and the United States grew into a modern, industrial,
and capitalist economy. Told through intimate slave narratives,
plantation records, newspapers, and the words of politicians,
entrepreneurs, and escaped slaves, The Half Has Never Been Told
offers a radical new interpretation of American history. Bloomberg
View Top Ten Nonfiction Books of 2014 Daily Beast Best
Nonfiction Books of 2014 Winner of the 2015 Avery O. Craven
Prize from the Organization of American HistoriansWinner of the
2015 Sidney Hillman Prize

Sugar in the Blood
Published by OpenStax College, U.S. History covers the breadth of
the chronological history of the United States and also provides the
necessary depth to ensure the course is manageable for instructors
and students alike. U.S. History is designed to meet the scope and
sequence requirements of most courses. The authors introduce key
forces and major developments that together form the American
experience, with particular attention paid to considering issues of
race, class and gender. The text provides a balanced approach to
U.S. history, considering the people, events and ideas that have
shaped the United States from both the top down (politics,
economics, diplomacy) and bottom up (eyewitness accounts, lived
experience).

Peddling Bicycles to America
"Dillman elegantly explores the evolution of English and British
perceptions of the landscape of the West Indies and how their
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