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A Most Interesting Problem
Collects Darwin's four seminal works in a slipcase, introduced and edited by a two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning Harvard
professor, and includes an index that links Darwinian evolutionary concepts to contemporary biological beliefs.

The Evolution of Literature
Toby- What do dads do? Kid- Drink a lot of beer. Honest and real, warts and all, here are the ups and downs of modern dad life
as drawn by award-winning cartoonist (and dad) Toby Morris. With over 100 full-colour pages of Toby's unmistakable, original
artwork this cool little hardcover opens a window into the world of being a modern dad, from the sweetest, loveliest, warm
hearted-est bits to the f@*%ing annoying bits. Hilarious, moving and relatable, it's the ultimate gift for the Dad Man Walking in
your life.

The Selfish Gene
All new tales from the shallow end of the gene pool Named in honour of Charles Darwin, the father of evolution, The Darwin
Awards pays homage to those who improve our gene pool . . . by removing themselves from it. Most of us know instinctively
that igniting a blasting cap in our mouth is a recipe for disaster. Darwin Award winners do not. Most of us have basic sound
judgement that eliminates the need for NO SMOKING signs at ammo dumps. Darwin Award winners do not. Whether it's
thallium-snorting soldiers, head-butting motorcyclists, or hatchet-wielding men who mistake a body part for a chicken neck,
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there's no shortage of creative Darwin Award winners. Filled with 150 original tales of evolution in action, science essays by
guest writers, and a spoof research paper supporting Intelligent Design, The Darwin Awards IV demonstrates that when it
comes to common sense, natural selection still has a long way to go.

Darwin's Pictures
The natural world is rich with elegant evolutionary designs, but ask any patient who wakes daily with sciatica, or the many
septuagenarians in need of cataract surgery, not to mention any woman who has given birth, and evolution might seem more
dismal than divine. The human body is a wonderful example of evolutionary compromise and adaptations. Our eyes were not
designed for the arc of our current lifespan, with upright walking the spine had to shift and years of gravitational pull then take
their toll. And the sheer size of our heads coupled with the shape of a woman's pelvis make birth the biological equivalent of a
Rube Goldberg machine, with many extra moving parts just to make sure the basics can be done. While the human body may
not be as elegant in form and function as those of other species, when explored from an evolutionary perspective, human
medicine can be wonderfully illuminated. And this Darwinian view of body function and failure can in turn lead to innovative
treatment and health care. This book takes some of the most fascinating and acute medical issues today--from high rate of
autoimmune diseases to the high number of heart transplants needed--and explores them through an evolutionary prism.
Evolutionary medicine prescribes new tools for understanding the origins of diseases and new kinds of research on possible
treatments, of exactly the sort that this book so vividly describes.

Darwin's Harvest
A third collection of misadventures of people who have lost their lives by engaging in questionable activities includes the
stories of a sheriff who shot himself twice and an artist who made a necklace using live ammunition.

The Darwin Awards III
A satirical "award" celebrating the worst examples of human intelligence features stories about the man who used a cigarette
lighter to check his gas level, the terrorist who opened his own letter bomb, and other stories of human idiocy.

Darwin's Unfinished Symphony
Humans possess an extraordinary capacity for culture, from the arts and language to science and technology. But how did the
human mind—and the uniquely human ability to devise and transmit culture—evolve from its roots in animal behavior? Darwin’s
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Unfinished Symphony presents a captivating new theory of human cognitive evolution. This compelling and accessible book
reveals how culture is not just the magnificent end product of an evolutionary process that produced a species unlike all
others—it is also the key driving force behind that process. Kevin Laland tells the story of the painstaking fieldwork, the key
experiments, the false leads, and the stunning scientific breakthroughs that led to this new understanding of how culture
transformed human evolution. It is the story of how Darwin’s intellectual descendants picked up where he left off and took up
the challenge of providing a scientific account of the evolution of the human mind.

Darwin's Voyage of Discovery
"Not only does Voss weave about these images a story on the development and presentation of Darwin's theory, she also
addresses the history of Victorian illustration, the role of images in science, the technologies of production, and the relationship
between specimen, words, and images."--Jacket.

40 Years of Evolution
Explore Darwin's pioneering work on fossils in this richly illustrated book. In On the Origin of Species Charles Darwin credited
his discoveries of fossils, as much as those of living creatures, as the stimulus for his theory of evolution. Darwin's Fossils is
an accessible account of his pioneering work on fossils, his adventures in South America and his relations with the scientific
establishment. While Darwin's work on Galapagos finches is celebrated, his pioneering work on fossils is much less well known.
He was the first to collect the remains of giant extinct South American mammals; he worked out how coral reefs and atolls
formed; he excavated and explained marine fossils high in the Andes; and he discovered a fossil forest that now bears his
name. All of this was fundamental in leading him to his theory of evolution. Many of Darwin's fossils survive, at the Natural
History Museum and elsewhere, and recent years have seen a surge of scientific interest and research into them. Richly
illustrated with new photography of many of the fossils, superb line drawings produced in the 19th century, and newlycommissioned artists' reconstructions of the extinct animals as understood today, Darwin's Fossils reveals how fossils played a
crucial role in the development of his revolutionary ideas.

The Darwin Awards
James T. Costa takes readers on a journey from Darwin's childhood through his voyage on the HMS Beagle, where his ideas on
evolution began, and on to Down House, his bustling home of forty years. Using his garden and greenhouse, the surrounding
meadows and woodlands, and even the cellar and hallways of his home-turned-field-station, Darwin tested ideas of his
landmark theory of evolution through an astonishing array of experiments without using specialized equipment. From those
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results, he plumbed the laws of nature and drew evidence for the revolutionary arguments of On the Origin of Species and
other watershed works.This unique perspective introduces us to an enthusiastic correspondent, collaborator, and, especially,
an incorrigible observer and experimenter. And it includes eighteen experiments for home, school, or garden.Finalist for the
2018 AAAS/Subaru SB&F Prizes for Excellence in Science Books.

Felonious Failures
The scientific method is just over a hundred years old. From debates about the evolution of the human mind to the rise of
instrumental reasoning, Henry M. Cowles shows how the idea of a single "scientific method" emerged from a turn inward by
psychologists that produced powerful epistemological and historical effects that are still with us today.

The Darwin Awards
A large sophisticated telescope complex sits atop a dormant volcano in one of Earth's most remote locations. Some incredibly
bright but fiercely independent folks operate it much of the time. They detect, map, and perform threat analysis of near-Earth
objects. Shortly after the world narrowly escapes an extinction event, they start collecting pieces of a related cosmic puzzle.
When they've connected enough of them, an intriguing and disturbing picture emerges. Yet the most revealing pieces don't
reveal themselves until after all life on Earth already has begun marching in lockstep toward possible oblivion.

Darwin's Dangerous Idea
An ethologist shows man to be a gene machine whose world is one of savage competition and deceit

The Scientific Method
An all-new collection of gene-pool belly flops Most people don't need a PhD to know that doing chin-ups off the edge of a
seventh-floor balcony is a recipe for disaster. Or that it's a bad idea to put a paintball gun in your mouth and pull the trigger. Or
to think twice before joyriding in a shopping cart strapped to a four-wheel drive. Darwin Award winners lack this basic sound
judgement. Named for Charles Darwin, the father of evolution, The Darwin Awards celebrates those who have dived headfirst
into the shallow end of the gene pool. From offering a bear a beer to self-testing a Taser to jumping a drawbridge on a bike,
The Darwin Awards V: Next Evolution honours these macabre and entertaining feats of hapless misjudgement. Fully illustrated
with over a hundred new awe-inspiring tales, including science essays from guest writers and answers to FAQs about evolution
in action, The Darwin Awards V: Next Evolution demonstrates how uncommon common sense still is.
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The Darwin Awards 4
The great evolutionist Mayr elucidates the subtleties of Darwin's thought and that of his contemporaries and intellectual
heirs--A. R. Wallace, T. H. Huxley, August Weisman, Asa Gray. Mayr has achieved a remarkable distillation of Darwin's
scientific thought and his legacy to twentieth-century biology.

The Darwin Awards Next Evolution
Darwin's Harvest addresses concerns that we are losing the diversity of crop plants that provide food for most of the world.
With contributions from evolutionary biologists, geneticists, agronomists, molecular biologists, and anthropologists, this
collection discusses how economic development, loss of heirloom varieties and wild ancestors, and modern agricultural
techniques have endangered the genetic diversity needed to keep agricultural crops vital and capable of adaptation. Drawing on
the most up-to-date data, the contributors review the utilization of molecular techniques to understand crop evolution. They
explore current research on various crop plants of both temperate and tropical origin, including maize, sunflower, avocado,
sugarcane, and wheat. The chapters in Darwin's Harvest also provide solid background for understanding many recent
discoveries concerning the origins of crops and the influence of human migration and farming practices on the genetics of our
modern foods.

Charles Darwin
One of the great intellectual battles of modern times is between evolution and religion. Until now, they have been considered
completely irreconcilable theories of origin and existence. David Sloan Wilson's Darwin's Cathedral takes the radical step of
joining the two, in the process proposing an evolutionary theory of religion that shakes both evolutionary biology and social
theory at their foundations. The key, argues Wilson, is to think of society as an organism, an old idea that has received new life
based on recent developments in evolutionary biology. If society is an organism, can we then think of morality and religion as
biologically and culturally evolved adaptations that enable human groups to function as single units rather than mere collections
of individuals? Wilson brings a variety of evidence to bear on this question, from both the biological and social sciences. From
Calvinism in sixteenth-century Geneva to Balinese water temples, from hunter-gatherer societies to urban America, Wilson
demonstrates how religions have enabled people to achieve by collective action what they never could do alone. He also
includes a chapter considering forgiveness from an evolutionary perspective and concludes by discussing how all social
organizations, including science, could benefit by incorporating elements of religion. Religious believers often compare their
communities to single organisms and even to insect colonies. Astoundingly, Wilson shows that they might be literally correct.
Intended for any educated reader, Darwin's Cathedral will change forever the way we view the relations among evolution,
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religion, and human society.

Evolution, Old & New
All new tales from the shallow end of the gene poolNamed in honour of Charles Darwin, the father of evolution, The Darwin
Awards pays homage to those who improve our gene pool . . . by removing themselves from it. Most of us know instinctively
that igniting a blasting cap in our mouth is a recipe for disaster. Darwin Award winners do not. Most of us have basic sound
judgement that eliminates the need for NO SMOKING signs at ammo dumps. Darwin Award winners do not. Whether it's
thallium-snorting soldiers, head-butting motorcyclists, or hatchet-wielding men who mistake a body part for a chicken neck,
there's no shortage of creative Darwin Award winners.Filled with 150 original tales of evolution in action, science essays by
guest writers, and a spoof research paper supporting Intelligent Design, The Darwin Awards IV demonstrates that when it
comes to common sense, natural selection still has a long way to go.

Darwin's Fossils
Voyage of the Beagle chronicles Charles Darwin's five years as a naturalist on board the H.M.S. Beagle. The notes and
observations that he recorded in his diary included Chile, Argentina and Galapagos Islands and encompasses the ecology,
geology and anthropology of the places he visits. A fascinating travel memoir the ideas that were later to evolve into Darwin's
theory of natural selection find their naissance in Voyage of the Beagle.

The Darwin Awards V
Describes the intellectual journey of eccentric American genius George Price, who tried to answer the evolutionary riddle of
why people are nice, and eventually gave away all his belongings and took his own life in a squatter's flat.

Darwin's Backyard
A third collection of misadventures of people who have lost their lives by engaging in questionable activities includes the
stories of a sheriff who shot himself twice and an artist who made a necklace using live ammunition.

The Price of Altruism: George Price and the Search for the Origins of Kindness
Features examples of people whose lack of common sense resulted in their demise, in a tribute to how the evolutionary
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process is improved when individuals of questionable intelligence accidentally remove themselves from the gene pool.

Darwin and Design
Reproduction of the original: Evolution, Old & New by Samuel Butler

Body by Darwin
A major reimagining of how evolutionary forces work, revealing how mating preferences--what Darwin termed "the taste for
the beautiful"--create the extraordinary range of ornament in the animal world. In the great halls of science, dogma holds that
Darwin's theory of natural selection explains every branch on the tree of life: which species thrive, which wither away to
extinction, and what features each evolves. But can adaptation by natural selection really account for everything we see in
nature? Yale University ornithologist Richard Prum--reviving Darwin's own views--thinks not. Deep in tropical jungles around
the world are birds with a dizzying array of appearances and mating displays: Club-winged Manakins who sing with their wings,
Great Argus Pheasants who dazzle prospective mates with a four-foot-wide cone of feathers covered in golden 3D spheres,
Red-capped Manakins who moonwalk. In thirty years of fieldwork, Prum has seen numerous display traits that seem
disconnected from, if not outright contrary to, selection for individual survival. To explain this, he dusts off Darwin's longneglected theory of sexual selection in which the act of choosing a mate for purely aesthetic reasons--for the mere pleasure of
it--is an independent engine of evolutionary change. Mate choice can drive ornamental traits from the constraints of adaptive
evolution, allowing them to grow ever more elaborate. It also sets the stakes for sexual conflict, in which the sexual autonomy
of the female evolves in response to male sexual control. Most crucially, this framework provides important insights into the
evolution of human sexuality, particularly the ways in which female preferences have changed male bodies, and even maleness
itself, through evolutionary time. The Evolution of Beauty presents a unique scientific vision for how nature's splendor
contributes to a more complete understanding of evolution and of ourselves.

Darwin's Rival: Alfred Russel Wallace and the Search for Evolution
A beautifully illustrated volume follows a lesser-known Victorian naturalist and explorer on his global journeys -- and reveals
how he developed his own theory of evolution. Everyone knows Charles Darwin, the famous naturalist who proposed a theory
of evolution. But not everyone knows the story of Alfred Russel Wallace, Darwin's friend and rival who simultaneously
discovered the process of natural selection. This sumptuously illustrated book tells Wallace's story, from his humble beginnings
to his adventures in the Amazon rain forest and Malay Archipelago, and demonstrates the great contribution he made to one of
the most important scientific discoveries of all time.
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The Darwin Awards 3
Offers a wider perspective on Darwin's scientific theory of natural selection, explaining how it extends beyond biology,
analyzing current controversies over the origins of life and inherent biases, and challenging popular philosophies

The Origin of Mind
"In 1859, Charles Darwin proposed a mechanism for biological evolution in his most famous work, On the Origin of Species.
However, Origin makes little mention of humans. Despite this, Darwin thought deeply about humans and in 1871 published The
Descent of Man, his influential and controversial book in which he applied evolutionary theory to humans and detailed his
theory of sexual selection. February 2021 will mark the 150th anniversay of it's publication. In A Most Interesting Problem,
twelve leading anthropologists, biologists, and journalists revisit The Descent. Following the same organization as the first
edition of Descent - less the large section on sexual selection -- each author reviews what Darwin wrote in Descent, comparing
his words to what we now know now. There are chapters on evidence for human evolution, our place in the family tree, the
origins of civilization, human races, intelligence, and sex differences. An introduction by Darwin biolographer and historian
Janet Browne provides context for Descent and a conclusion by Science magazine journalist Ann Gibbons looks to the future of
the study of human evolution. All the chapters are written with a broad audience in mind. Ultimately, readers learn that Darwin
was remarkably prophetic in some of his predictions, such as that the earliest human fossils would be discovered in Africa. But
he was wrong in other areas, particularly in regards to variations between the sexes and races. Thus, A Most Interesting
Problem is not so much a celebration of Darwin as it is a tribute to how science works, how scientific ideas are tested, and the
role of evidence in helping structure narratives of human origins. The reader is left with a view of how far we have come in our
quest for understanding human origins, biological variation, behavior, and evolution"--

How and Why Species Multiply
The intricate forms of living things bespeak design, and thus a creator: nearly 150 years after Darwin's theory of natural
selection called this argument into question, we still speak of life in terms of design--the function of the eye, the purpose of the
webbed foot, the design of the fins. Why is the "argument from design" so tenacious, and does Darwinism--itself still evolving
after all these years--necessarily undo it? The definitive work on these contentious questions, Darwin and Design surveys the
argument from design from its introduction by the Greeks, through the coming of Darwinism, down to the present day. In clear,
non-technical language Michael Ruse, a well-known authority on the history and philosophy of Darwinism, offers a full and fair
assessment of the status of the argument from design in light of both the advances of modern evolutionary biology and the
thinking of today's philosophers--with special attention given to the supporters and critics of "intelligent design." The first
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comprehensive history and exposition of Western thought about design in the natural world, this important work suggests
directions for our thinking as we move into the twenty-first century. A thoroughgoing guide to a perennially controversial
issue, the book makes its own substantial contribution to the ongoing debate about the relationship between science and
religion, and between evolution and its religious critics. Table of Contents: Preface Introduction 1. Two Thousand Years of
Design 2. Paley and Kant Fight Back 3. Sowing the Seeds of Evolution 4. A Plurality of Problems 5. Charles Darwin 6. A
Subject Too Profound 7. Darwinian against Darwinian 8. The Century of Evolutionism 9. Adaptation in Action 10. Theory and
Test 11. Formalism Redux 12. From Function to Design 13. Design as Metaphor 14. Natural Theology Evolves 15. Turning
Back the Clock Sources and Suggested Reading Illustration Credits Acknowledgments Index Reviews of this book: Ruse
examines the concept of 'design' in nature, explaining why it still remains a strong influence despite the scientific revolution,
and historically, how it dominated Western thought from ancient Greece (Plato) to the advent and predominance of
ChristianityA rich and compelling book. --J. S. Schwartz, Choice Reviews of this book: Anyone who is interested in the 'science
wars' controversy or the history of evolutionary thought will find this book fascinating and rewarding. The prose is
masterfill--relaxed, colloquial, rich in information, and suffused with flashes of malicious wit and delicious historical tidbits.
--Matt Cartmill, Reports of the National Center for Science Education Reviews of this book: To anyone interested in the
evolution of evolution, I recommend this book. --John Tyler Bonner, Natural History Reviews of this book: This has to be the
best of Ruse's many books, and it is hard to imagine how a better one could be written on this subject. With an understanding
erudition spiced with good-natured wit and occasional sly ribaldry, Ruse moves easily and assuredly among biology,
philosophy, history, and theology. --Robert T. Pennock, Science Reviews of this book: Michael Ruse's latest book, Darwin and
Design, is an intellectual history of the design argument and its Darwinian solutionHis story is a fascinating one, enlivened
especially by his accounts of various imaginative attempts before Darwin to solve the design problem without recourse to a
deity. --Daniel W. McShea, American Scientist

Dad Man Walking
Charles Robert Darwin, FRS FRGS FLS FZS was an English naturalist and geologist, best known for his contributions to the
science of evolution

DE EVOLUTION
"Geary also explores a number of issues that are of interest in modern society, including how general intelligence relates to
academic achievement, occupational status, and income."--BOOK JACKET.

The Darwin Awards 4
Page 9/14

Read Free The Darwin Awards Evolution In Action
A wonderful celebration of history's most remarkable journey; published to celebrate 160 years of Charles Darwin's groundbreaking text on evolution: On The Origin of Species Step on-board The Beagle and follow the remarkable journey that inspired
almost all modern-day knowledge of the natural world. From England to Cape Verde, Brazil to the Galapagos, Tahiti to
Australia; discover the wildlife of Charles Darwin – giant sloths, platypus, tarantulas, fireflies and more. As well as gorgeous
artwork and fascinating information on the journey, this book also features the equipment used by Darwin and cross-sections of
the ship itself. This stunning book comes from the winner of the BDC's New Designer of the Year award, and the
author/illustrator behind Really Remarkable Reptiles.

From So Simple a Beginning
Renowned evolutionary biologists Peter and Rosemary Grant have produced landmark studies of the Gal pagos finches first
made famous by Charles Darwin. In How and Why Species Multiply, they offered a complete evolutionary history of Darwin's
finches since their origin almost three million years ago. Now, in their richly illustrated new book, 40 Years of Evolution, the
authors turn their attention to events taking place on a contemporary scale. By continuously tracking finch populations over a
period of four decades, they uncover the causes and consequences of significant events leading to evolutionary changes in
species. The authors used a vast and unparalleled range of ecological, behavioral, and genetic data--including song recordings,
DNA analyses, and feeding and breeding behavior--to measure changes in finch populations on the small island of Daphne Major
in the Gal pagos archipelago. They find that natural selection happens repeatedly, that finches hybridize and exchange genes
rarely, and that they compete for scarce food in times of drought, with the remarkable result that the finch populations today
differ significantly in average beak size and shape from those of forty years ago. The authors' most spectacular discovery is
the initiation and establishment of a new lineage that now behaves as a new species, differing from others in size, song, and
other characteristics. The authors emphasize the immeasurable value of continuous long-term studies of natural populations
and of critical opportunities for detecting and understanding rare but significant events. By following the fates of finches for
several generations, 40 Years of Evolution offers unparalleled insights into ecological and evolutionary changes in natural
environments.

The Tangled Tree
‘What is emotion?’ pondered the young Charles Darwin in his notebooks. How were the emotions to be placed in an
evolutionary framework? And what light might they shed on human-animal continuities? These were among the questions
Darwin explored in his research, assisted both by an acute sense of observation and an extraordinary capacity for fellow
feeling, not only with humans but with all animal life. After Darwin: Animals, Emotions, and the Mind explores questions of
mind, emotion and the moral sense which Darwin opened up through his research on the physical expression of emotions and
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the human–animal relation. It also examines the extent to which Darwin’s ideas were taken up by Victorian writers and popular
culture, from George Eliot to the Daily News. Bringing together scholars from biology, literature, history, psychology,
psychiatry and paediatrics, the volume provides an invaluable reassessment of Darwin’s contribution to a new understanding of
the moral sense and emotional life, and considers the urgent scientific and ethical implications of his ideas today.

Darwin's Cathedral
Named in honor of the father of evolution, the Darwin Awards comemorate those who improve the genetic pool by removing
themselves from it. Offered now are new miniature editions.

The Evolution of Beauty
Daniel Dennett famously claimed for Darwinian theory the status of universal solvent: the totalising theory of theories, even of
theories of literature. Yet only a few writers and critics have followed his view. This volume asks why. It examines both
evolution in literature, and the evolution of literature. It looks at literary representations of Darwinism both historically and
synchronically, at how a theory of literature might be derived from evolutionary theory, and indeed how evolution as a process
might be regarded as itself aesthetic. It complements these theoretical and historical dimensions of enquiry with the
comparative dimension. It asks in short: What have been the representations of Darwinian evolutionary theory in literature
since the late nineteenth century? What are the leading paradigms in theory and in literature for renovating the evolutionary
model? What were, and are, the differences in British, French, German paradigms of literary Darwinian reception? How, if at all,
did Darwinian modes of thought hybridise across national borders? Last, but not least: What is the future of the Darwinian
mode?

On the Backs of Tortoises
An insightful exploration of the iconic Gal pagos tortoises, and how their fate is inextricably linked to our own in a rapidly
changing world The Gal pagos archipelago is often viewed as a last foothold of pristine nature. For sixty years,
conservationists have worked to restore this evolutionary Eden after centuries of exploitation at the hands of pirates, whalers,
and island settlers. This book tells the story of the islands’ namesakes—the giant tortoises—as coveted food sources, objects of
natural history, and famous icons of conservation and tourism. By doing so, it brings into stark relief the paradoxical, and
impossible, goal of conserving species by trying to restore a past state of prehistoric evolution. The tortoises, Elizabeth
Hennessy demonstrates, are not prehistoric, but rather microcosms whose stories show how deeply human and nonhuman life
are entangled. In a world where evolution is thoroughly shaped by global history, Hennessy puts forward a vision for
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conservation based on reckoning with the past, rather than trying to erase it.

The Voyage of the Beagle
Rethinking Evolution links Darwin's early insights to the molecular realm inside living cells. This updated evolutionary
synthesis provides an accessible explanation for biological complexity that cuts through the confusion surrounding evolutionary
theory in a practical way.In addition to a wide-ranging survey of proposed updates to the modern synthesis, this title provides
extraordinary new insights including emergent evolutionary potential and the generative phenotype. Drawing on wellcharacterized empirical facts, Rethinking Evolution transcends classical Darwinian natural selection while retaining those core
principles that have stood the test of time.The updated synthesis brings a broad spectrum of specialized research together to
provide a more plausible naturalistic explanation for biological evolution than ever before. Perspectives ranging from the role of
energy in the origin of life to the networks of protein-DNA interactions that govern multicellular development are woven
together in a robust conceptual fabric consistent with 21st century cutting-edge research.Inspired in part by the surprising
ways that DNA sequences change — such as his early discovery of a fundamental mispairing mechanism by which DNA
sequences expand — and drawing on a career's worth of experience both as a research scientist as well as a biology and
chemistry tutor — the author provides an engaging account that is essential reading — both for the public awareness and
understanding of the science of evolution and for students and professionals in the biomedical sciences.

Rethinking Evolution: The Revolution That's Hiding In Plain Sight
Trace the evolutionary history of fourteen different species of finches on the Galapagos Islands that were studied by Charles
Darwin.

After Darwin: Animals, Emotions, and the Mind
One of the best known and most frequently visited web sites is the Darwin Awards web site. Practically everyone who is on
the net has received a Darwin story in their e-mail at one time or another. It is one of those legendary sites which has become
part of the fabric of being on-line. Started in 1993 by biologist Wendy Northcutt she set out to collect together and authenticate
stories of individuals around the world who, through their stupidity, have removed themselves from the gene pool, (i.e. killed
themselves). These are the people for whom warnings such as 'coffee is hot' and 'this superman cape does not enable the
wearer to fly' were made. This is black humour elevated to its purest commercial form. There are rules here too. The
candidate must: exhibit astounding misapplication of judgement; remove himself/herself from the gene pool; be capable of
sound judgement; be self selecting (i.e. it was their fault) and the event must be verifiable.
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One Long Argument
In this New York Times bestseller and longlist nominee for the National Book Award, “our greatest living chronicler of the
natural world” (The New York Times), David Quammen explains how recent discoveries in molecular biology affect our
understanding of evolution and life’s history. In the mid-1970s, scientists began using DNA sequences to reexamine the
history of all life. Perhaps the most startling discovery to come out of this new field—the study of life’s diversity and
relatedness at the molecular level—is horizontal gene transfer (HGT), or the movement of genes across species lines. It turns
out that HGT has been widespread and important; we now know that roughly eight percent of the human genome arrived
sideways by viral infection—a type of HGT. In The Tangled Tree, “the grandest tale in biology⋯.David Quammen presents the
science—and the scientists involved—with patience, candor, and flair” (Nature). We learn about the major players, such as Carl
Woese, the most important little-known biologist of the twentieth century; Lynn Margulis, the notorious maverick whose wild
ideas about “mosaic” creatures proved to be true; and Tsutomu Wantanabe, who discovered that the scourge of antibioticresistant bacteria is a direct result of horizontal gene transfer, bringing the deep study of genome histories to bear on a global
crisis in public health. “David Quammen proves to be an immensely well-informed guide to a complex story” (The Wall Street
Journal). In The Tangled Tree, he explains how molecular studies of evolution have brought startling recognitions about the
tangled tree of life—including where we humans fit upon it. Thanks to new technologies, we now have the ability to alter even
our genetic composition—through sideways insertions, as nature has long been doing. “The Tangled Tree is a source of
wonder⋯.Quammen has written a deep and daring intellectual adventure” (The Boston Globe).
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