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The ancient rock art on the cover decorates the walks
of Indian Creek Canyon in Newspaper Rock State Park,
Utah, near Canyonlands National Park. What could its
symbols and horned figures represent? Are they a
Native American observer's depiction of space-suited
extraterrestrials who once explored the American
continent? Or do the images reflect the human
imagination, blending, human and animal elements into
new mythical beings? Ken Feder addresses questions
such as these in this entertaining and informative
exploration of fascinating frauds and genuine
mysteries. Through well-chosen examples, he
demonstrates what is - and what is not - the scientific
method; in the process, he clearly conveys why the
veritable past is as exciting and intriguing as the
fantasies concocted by the purveyors of pseudoscience.
New to this Edition: 25% more illustrations, including
side by side photographic comparisons in Chapter 6, 8,
and 9; additional topics, including tabloid anthropology,
the deconstructionist challenge to science, tracing the
source of skeletal populations through mitochondrial
DNA analysis, the so-called Mars face, the New Age
use of Native American beliefsand Native Americans'
reactions, the Ice Man, Chauvet Cave and our
understanding of cave painting, and more.

Tropical Forests in Prehistory, History, and
Modernity
The recent resurgence of academic interest in caves
has demonstrated the central roles they played as
arenas for ritual, ceremony and performance, and their
importance within later prehistoric cosmologies. Caves
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represent very particular types of archaeological site
and require novel approaches to their recording,
interpretation and presentation. This is especially true
in understanding the ritual use of caves, when the less
tangible aspects of these environments would have
been fundamental to the practices taking place within
them. Between Worlds explores new theoretical
frameworks that examine the agency of these enduring
'natural' places and the complex interplay between
environment, taphonomy and human activity. It also
showcases the application of innovative technologies,
such as 3D laser-scanning and acoustic modelling,
which provide new and exciting ways of capturing the
experiential qualities of these enigmatic sites.
Together, these developments offer more nuanced
understandings of the role of caves in prehistoric ritual,
and allow for more effective communication,
management and presentation of cave archaeology to a
wide range of audiences.

Beyond the Romans
This brief survey of world archaeology, designed for
readers with no previous experience of the subject,
provides an overview of the major developments in the
early human past. Special attention is given to the
latest findings on evolution

The Five Ages of the Universe
An exciting and much anticipated new archaeology title
written by titan Brian Fagan and journalist Nadia
Durrani, Bigger than History introduces students to
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archaeology's contributions to many of today's
important debates of interest to students. Each chapter
focuses on one of today's important topics, such as
gender equality, ethnicity and racism, climate change,
and nationality and nationalism, showing how
archaeology contributes to our understanding of the
issues related to those topics. Bigger than History is
affordable and concise enough to be used alongside a
textbook, or on its own to engage and draw students
into learning about archaeology.

The Anthropocene as a Geological Time Unit
A novel, integrated approach to understanding longterm human history, viewing it as the long-term
evolution of human information-processing. This title is
also available as Open Access.

The Human Planet
The Human Past has established itself as the most
thorough and authoritative introductory survey of
human prehistory and the development of civilizations
around the globe, adopted by colleges and universities
worldwide. With a clear and logical framework, and
written by an international team of 24 acknowledged
experts, this unique textbook provides a
comprehensive overview of world prehistory through a
series of chapters focusing on individual regions and
time periods that presents the vast panorama of human
social, cultural and economic development over the past
three million years. This new edition has been
completely revised and updated, with more colour
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illustrations, to take account of new discoveries and
developments, including what the analysis of ancient
DNA tells us about our evolution; the latest theories
about the domestication of key plants and animals,
including rice and maize; and new thinking on the
earliest Paleoindian hunting strategies.

Global Struggles and Social Change
"Past, present and future "The archaeological materials
recovered from the Anyang excavations in the period
between 1928 and 1937have laid a new foundation for
the study of ancient China (Li, C. 1977: ix)." When
inscribed oracle bones and enormousmaterial remains
were found through scientific excavation in Anyang in
1928, the historicity of the Shang dynasty was
confirmed beyond dispute for the first time (Li, C.
1977: ix-xi). This excavation thus marked the
beginning of a modern Chinese archaeology endowed
with great potential to reveal much of China's ancient
history.. Half a century later, Chinese archaeology had
made many unprecedented discoveries which surprised
the world, leading Glyn Daniel to believe that "a new
awareness of the importance of China will be a key
development in archaeology in the decades ahead
(Daniel 1981: 211). This enthusiasm was soon shared
by the Chinese archaeologists when Su Bingqi
announced that "the Golden Age of Chinese archaeology
is arriving (Su, B. 1994: 139--140)". In recent decades,
archaeology has continuously prospered, becoming one
of the most rapidly developing fields in social science in
China"-Page 5/32
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The Geologic Time Scale 2012 2-Volume Set
More than 12,000 years ago, in one of the greatest
triumphs of prehistory, humans colonized North
America, a continent that was then truly a new world.
Just when and how they did so has been one of the
most perplexing and controversial questions in
archaeology. This dazzling, cutting-edge synthesis,
written for a wide audience by an archaeologist who
has long been at the center of these debates, tells the
scientific story of the first Americans: where they
came from, when they arrived, and how they met the
challenges of moving across the vast, unknown
landscapes of Ice Age North America. David J. Meltzer
pulls together the latest ideas from archaeology,
geology, linguistics, skeletal biology, genetics, and
other fields to trace the breakthroughs that have
revolutionized our understanding in recent years.
Among many other topics, he explores disputes over
the hemisphere's oldest and most controversial sites
and considers how the first Americans coped with
changing global climates. He also confronts some
radical claims: that the Americas were colonized from
Europe or that a crashing comet obliterated the
Pleistocene megafauna. Full of entertaining descriptions
of on-site encounters, personalities, and controversies,
this is a compelling behind-the-scenes account of how
science is illuminating our past.

The Sixth Extinction
Long before the advent of the global economy, foreign
goods were transported, traded, and exchanged through
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myriad means, over short and long distances.
Archaeological tools for identifying foreign objects,
such as provenance studies, stylistic analyses, and
economic documentary sources reveal non-local
materials in historic and prehistoric assemblages.
Trade and exchange represent more than mere
production and consumption. Exchange of goods also
led to an exchange of cultural and social experiences.
Discoveries of the sources of alien objects surpass
archaeological expectations of exchange and
geographic distance, revealing important technological
advances. With thirteen case studies from around the
world, this comprehensive work provides a fresh
perspective on material culture studies. Evidence of
ongoing negotiation between individuals, villages, and
nations provides insight into the impact of trade on the
micro-, meso-, and macro-level. Covering a wide array
of time periods and areas, this work will be of interest
to archaeologists, anthropologists, and anyone working
in cultural studies.

Inner Asia and the Spatial Politics of Empire
Climate Change and Human History provides an up-todate and concise introduction to the relationship
between human beings and climate change throughout
history. Starting with periods hundreds of thousands of
years ago and continuing up to the present day, the
book illustrates how natural climate variability affected
early human societies, and how humans are now
altering climate drastically within much shorter periods
of time. For each major period of time, the book will
explain how climate change has created opportunities
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as well as risks and challenges for human societies.
The book introduces and develops several related
themes including: Phases of climate and history Factors
that shape climate Climate shocks and sharp climate
shifts Climate and the rise and fall of civilizations
Industrialization and climate science Accelerating
climate change, human societies, and the future An
ideal companion for all students of environmental
history, Climate Change and Human History clearly
demonstrates the critical role of climate in shaping
human history and of the experience of humans in both
adapting to and shaping climate change.

World Prehistory
In popular discourse, tropical forests are synonymous
with 'nature' and 'wilderness'; battlegrounds between
apparently pristine floral, faunal, and human
communities, and the unrelenting industrial and urban
powers of the modern world. It is rarely publicly
understood that the extent of human adaptation to, and
alteration of, tropical forest environments extends
across archaeological, historical, and anthropological
timescales. This book is the first attempt to bring
together evidence for the nature of human interactions
with tropical forests on a global scale, from the
emergence of hominins in the tropical forests of Africa
to modern conservation issues. Following a review of
the natural history and variability of tropical forest
ecosystems, this book takes a tour of human, and
human ancestor, occupation and use of tropical forest
environments through time. Far from being pristine,
primordial ecosystems, this book illustrates how our
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species has inhabited and modified tropical forests from
the earliest stages of its evolution. While agricultural
strategies and vast urban networks emerged in tropical
forests long prior to the arrival of European colonial
powers and later industrialization, this should not be
taken as justification for the massive deforestation and
biodiversity threats imposed on tropical forest
ecosystems in the 21st century. Rather, such a longterm perspective highlights the ongoing challenges of
sustainability faced by forager, agricultural, and urban
societies in these environments, setting the stage for
more integrated approaches to conservation and policymaking, and the protection of millennia of ecological and
cultural heritage bound up in these habitats.

Climate Change in Human History
This monograph uses the latest archaeological results
from Mongolia and the surrounding areas of Inner Asia
to propose a novel understanding of nomadic statehood,
political economy, and the nature of interaction with
ancient China. In contrast to the common view of the
Eurasian steppe as a dependent periphery of Old World
centers, this work views Inner Asia as a locus of
enormous influence on neighboring civilizations,
primarily through the development and transmission of
diverse organizational models, technologies, and sociopolitical traditions. This work explores the spatial
management of political relationships within the
pastoral nomadic setting during the first millennium
BCE and argues that a culture of mobility, horse-based
transport, and long-distance networking promoted a
unique variant of statehood. Although states of the
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eastern steppe were geographically large and
hierarchical, these polities also relied on techniques of
distributed authority, multiple centers, flexible
structures, and ceremonialism to accommodate a
largely mobile and dispersed populace. This expertise
in “spatial politics” set the stage early on for the
expansionistic success of later Asian empires under the
Mongols and Manchus. Inner Asia and the Spatial
Politics of Empire brings a distinctly anthropological
treatment to the prehistory of Mongolia and is the first
major work to explore key issues in the archaeology of
eastern Eurasia using a comparative framework. The
monograph adds significantly to anthropological theory
on interaction between states and outlying regions, the
emergence of secondary complexity, and the growth of
imperial traditions. Based on this approach, the window
of Inner Asian prehistory offers a novel opportunity to
investigate the varied ways that complex societies
grow and the processes articulating adjacent societies
in networks of mutual transformation.

Abundance and Resilience
A cultural and ecological history of the Mediterranean
region argues that the world's present environmental
crisis is a result of the Western world's abandonment of
a harmonious interrelationship between human
communities and the natural world.

Bigger Than History
A comprehensive treatment of the human role in
modifying geomorphological forms and processes and
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their influence on the Earth's systems.

Rivers of the Anthropocene
This book presents projections and blueprints of the
future geologic period, climate and biosphere, based on
our current understanding of the Earth’s history and
recent developments in the atmosphere-oceancryosphere system. By the second decade of the 21st
century it has become clear that, rather than channel its
efforts into protecting its planetary biosphere and living
species, Homo sapiens continues to sink its remaining
resources into weapons, including nuclear missiles –
thus increasing the risk of intentional or accidental
spread of radioactive nuclides on land, oceans and
atmosphere. With time, possibility becomes probability,
and probability becomes certainty
heralding a
transition from the Anthropocene to a new geological
period, named here as Plutocene after the element
Plutonium. During the Plutocene the biosphere is
dominated by elevated temperatures, analogous to the
Pliocene (2.6 – 5.3 Ma ago) or the Miocene (5.3 - 23
Ma ago) when mean global temperatures were 2 to 4
degrees Celsius warmer and sea levels 20 to 40 meters
higher than pre-industrial levels. High levels of
radioactivity will persist for at least 20,000 years and
acid oceans will severely limit biological activity to the
hardiest species. Atmospheric CO2 higher than 500
ppm with residence time on the order of thousands of
years will delay the subsequent glacial cycle. These
factors restrict comparisons of the Plutocene with
biosphere conditions during the Miocene and Pliocene
periods, partly because the flora and fauna evolved
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more gradually during these periods, unlike the abrupt
climate shift of state during the second half of the 20th
century and first part of the 21st century. Following a
long lull in biological activity dominated by radiationresistant organisms, especially Arthropods, a
resumption of glacial cycles and decline in radioactivity
will lead to the re-emergence of descendants of
burrowing mammals and other genera. Depending on
the intensity of radioactive pollution, hunter-gatherer
humans may survive in northern latitudes, relatively
cold high-altitude mountain valleys and elevated
volcanic islands. In some areas subsistence farming
may be possible. A new cycle will commence.

Earth System Governance
Providing sweeping coverage, Global Struggles and
Social Change is perfect for students and anyone
interested in globalization, international and
comparative politics, political sociology, and
communication studies.

The Archaeology of China
Forges a fresh interpretation of Charlotte Bront ’s
oeuvre as a response to ecological instability. In this
book, Shawna Ross argues that Charlotte Bront was
an attentive witness of the Anthropocene and created
one of the first literary ecosystems animated by humancaused environmental change. Bront combined her
personal experiences, scientific knowledge, and
narrative skills to document environmental change in
her representations of moorlands, valleys, villages, and
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towns, and the processes that disrupted them, including
extinction, deforestation, industrialization, and
urbanization. Juxtaposing close readings of Bront ’s
fiction with Victorian and contemporary science writing,
as well as with the writings of Bront ’s family
members, Ross reveals the importance of storytelling
for understanding how human behaviors contribute to
environmental instability and why we resist changing
our destructive habits. Ultimately, Bront ’s lifelong
engagement with the nonhuman world offers five
powerful strategies for coping with ecological crises: to
witness destruction carefully, to write about it
unflinchingly, to apply those experiences by
questioning and redefining toxic definitions of the
human, and to mourn the dead, all without forgetting to
tend the living. Shawna Ross is Assistant Professor of
English at Texas A&M University. She is the author
and editor of several books, including Humans at Work
in the Digital Age: Forms of Digital Textual Labor.

Geomorphology in the Anthropocene
At publication date, a free ebook version of this title
will be available through Luminos, University of
California Press’s Open Access publishing program.
Visit www.luminosoa.org to learn more. This exciting
volume presents the work and research of the Rivers of
the Anthropocene Network, an international
collaborative group of scientists, social scientists,
humanists, artists, policy makers, and community
organizers working to produce innovative
transdisciplinary research on global freshwater
systems. In an attempt to bridge disciplinary divides,
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the essays in this volume address the challenge in
studying the intersection of biophysical and human
sociocultural systems in the age of the Anthropocene, a
new geological epoch of humans' own making. Featuring
contributions from authors in a rich diversity of
disciplines—from toxicology to archaeology to
philosophy—this book is an excellent resource for
students and scholars studying both freshwater
systems and the Anthropocene.

The Evolution of Knowledge
Climate Change and the Course of Global History
presents the first global study by a historian to fully
integrate the earth-system approach of the new climate
science with the material history of humanity. Part I
argues that geological, environmental, and climatic
history explain the pattern and pace of biological and
human evolution. Part II explores the environmental
circumstances of the rise of agriculture and the state in
the Early and Mid-Holocene, and presents an analysis
of human health from the Paleolithic through the rise of
the state, including the Neolithic Demographic
Transition. Part III introduces the problem of economic
growth and examines the human condition in the Late
Holocene from the Bronze Age through the Black
Death, assessing the relationships among human
technologies, climatic change, and epidemic disease.
Part IV explores the move to modernity, stressing the
emerging role of human economic and energy systems
as earth-system agents in the Anthropocene. Supported
by climatic, demographic, and economic data with fortynine figures and tables custom-made for this book, A
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Rough Journey provides a pathbreaking model for
historians of the environment, the world, and science,
among many others.

Social Sustainability, Past and Future
This book addresses the problem of how to study
mobile peoples using archaeological techniques. It deals
not only with the prehistory of nomads but also with
current issues in theory and methodology.

The Value of Ecocriticism
THE FIVE AGES OF THE UNIVERSE is a riveting
biography of the universe which describes for the first
time five distinct eras that Adams and Laughlin
themselves defined as a result of their own research.
From the first gasp of inflation that caused the Big
Bang, through the birth of stars, to the fading of all
light, THE FIVE AGES OF THE UNIVERSE describes
the death of our own sun, tremendous fiery supernovae
explosions, dramatic collisions of galaxies, proton
decay, the evaporation of black holes and the possibility
of communications when there are no planets or stars
or even black holes left. This is a voyage to a land of
red giants, white dwarfs, brown dwarfs, great walls
larger than galaxies and WIMPs. With daring
uncharacteristic of most scientists, the authors have
applied themselves to the question of what precise kind
of biology could possibly exist when, say, carbon atoms
no longer exist. What, ultimately, is a lifeform? Their
insight into the fundamental physics that allows life is
both fascinating and provocative. Readers will find all
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the strange colour of science fiction with none of the
fiction in this awesome scientific epic.

A Cultural History of Climate Change
Humans are no longer spectators who need to adapt to
their natural environment. Our impact on the earth has
caused changes that are outside the range of natural
variability and are equivalent to such major geological
disruptions as ice ages. Some scientists argue that we
have entered a new epoch in planetary history: the
Anthropocene. In such an era of planet-wide
transformation, we need a new model for planet-wide
environmental politics. In this book, Frank Biermann
proposes "earth system" governance as just such a new
paradigm.Biermann offers both analytical and normative
perspectives. He provides detailed analysis of global
environmental politics in terms of five dimensions of
effective governance: agency, particularly agency
beyond that of state actors; architecture of governance,
from local to global levels; accountability and
legitimacy; equitable allocation of resources; and
adaptiveness of governance systems. Biermann goes on
to offer a wide range of policy proposals for future
environmental governance and a revitalized United
Nations, including the establishment of a World
Environment Organization and a UN Sustainable
Development Council, new mechanisms for
strengthened representation of civil society and
scientists in global decision making, innovative systems
of qualified majority voting in multilateral negotiations,
and novel institutions to protect those impacted by
global change. Drawing on ten years of research,
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Biermann formulates earth system governance as an
empirical reality and a political necessity.

Climate Change and the Course of Global
History
This volume, with essays by leading archaeologists and
prehistorians, considers how prehistoric humans
attempted to recognise, understand and conceptualise
death.

Death Rituals and Social Order in the Ancient
World
Science tells us that a new and dangerous stage in
planetary evolution has begun—the Anthropocene, a
time of rising temperatures, extreme weather, rising
oceans, and mass species extinctions. Humanity faces
not just more pollution or warmer weather, but a crisis
of the Earth System. If business as usual continues,
this century will be marked by rapid deterioration of
our physical, social, and economic environment. Large
parts of Earth will become uninhabitable, and
civilization itself will be threatened. Facing the
Anthropocene shows what has caused this planetary
emergency, and what we must do to meet the
challenge. Bridging the gap between Earth System
science and ecological Marxism, Ian Angus examines
not only the latest scientific findings about the physical
causes and consequences of the Anthropocene
transition, but also the social and economic trends that
underlie the crisis. Cogent and compellingly written,
Facing the Anthropocene offers a unique synthesis of
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natural and social science that illustrates how
capitalism's inexorable drive for growth, powered by
the rapid burning of fossil fuels that took millions of
years to form, has driven our world to the brink of
disaster. Survival in the Anthropocene, Angus argues,
requires radical social change, replacing fossil
capitalism with a new, ecosocialist civilization.

Pilgrimage and Household in the Ancient Near
East
This book offers a brief, incisive accessible overview
of the fast-changing field of environmental literary
criticism in an age of global environmental threat.

Charlotte Bront

at the Anthropocene

"In this book, Joy McCorriston examines the continuity
of traditions over millennia in the Near East by focusing
on the traditions of pilgrimage and
household"--Provided by publisher.

Droughts, Food and Culture
Sport is an important part of the lives of rural Papua
New Guineans, and a significant connection to global
imaginaries for economically marginal villagers. Such
grassroots sport, however, is rarely studied and has
never previously been the subject of an ethnographic
monograph. This book represents a pioneering study of
the history and effects of grassroots sport in Papua
New Guinea. We Are Playing Football explores
Panapompom people’s attempts to recreate the
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international game, and the social and subjective effects
of this effort. From a raw ethnographic starting-point,
the book moves through historical and interpretive
materials, exploring the motives, methods and results
of Panapompom people’s work to recreate global
images of football, and to turn them to their own
political ends. As the argument proceeds, we see how
playing football implicates Panapompom people in
circuits of domination, power and humiliation that tether
them to colonial modes of control, and derogatory
racialist identities, which they themselves reproduce in
their communities. From its effects on the most
intimate self-understanding, through the embodied
experience of playing football, to the details of colonial
history and the values and ideas underpinning
community life, this book offers an original and
challenging assessment of what it means to be
“globalised.” It charts the new outlooks and
imaginaries, the disruptions, failures and
disappointments, and above all the vital synergies
between different people that define the global situation
of Panapompom people.

The Human Past
A wide-ranging and original introduction to the
Anthropocene that offers fresh, theoretical insights
bridging the sciences and the humanities From noted
environmental historian Carolyn Merchant, this book
focuses on the original concept of the Anthropocene
first proposed by Paul Crutzen and Eugene Stoermer in
their foundational 2000 paper. It undertakes a broad
investigation into the ways in which science,
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technology, and the humanities can create a new and
compelling awareness of human impacts on the
environment. Using history, art, literature, religion,
philosophy, ethics, and justice as the focal points,
Merchant traces key figures and developments in the
humanities throughout the Anthropocene era and
explores how these disciplines might influence
sustainability in the next century. Wide-ranging and
accessible, this book from an eminent scholar in
environmental history and philosophy argues for
replacing the Age of the Anthropocene with a new Age
of Sustainability.

The Plutocene: Blueprints for a PostAnthropocene Greenhouse Earth
A fundamentally new approach to the history of science
and technology This book presents a new way of
thinking about the history of science and technology,
one that offers a grand narrative of human history in
which knowledge serves as a critical factor of cultural
evolution. J rgen Renn examines the role of
knowledge in global transformations going back to the
dawn of civilization while providing vital perspectives
on the complex challenges confronting us today in the
Anthropocene—this new geological epoch shaped by
humankind. Renn reframes the history of science and
technology within a much broader history of
knowledge, analyzing key episodes such as the
evolution of writing, the emergence of science in the
ancient world, the Scientific Revolution of early
modernity, the globalization of knowledge,
industrialization, and the profound transformations
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wrought by modern science. He investigates the
evolution of knowledge using an array of disciplines and
methods, from cognitive science and experimental
psychology to earth science and evolutionary biology.
The result is an entirely new framework for
understanding structural changes in systems of
knowledge—and a bold new approach to the history and
philosophy of science. Written by one of today's
preeminent historians of science, The Evolution of
Knowledge features discussions of historiographical
themes, a glossary of key terms, and practical insights
on global issues ranging from climate change to digital
capitalism. This incisive book also serves as an
invaluable introduction to the history of knowledge.

Anthropocene: a New Introduction to World
Prehistory
“Anyone who doubts the power of history to inform the
present should read this closely argued and sweeping
survey. This is rich, timely, and sobering historical fare
written in a measured, non-sensationalist style by a
master of his craft. One only hopes (almost certainly
vainly) that today’s policymakers take its lessons to
heart.”—Brian Fagan, Los Angeles Times Published in
2002, Deforesting the Earth was a landmark study of
the history and geography of deforestation. Now
available as an abridgment, this edition retains the
breadth of the original while rendering its arguments
accessible to a general readership. Deforestation—the
thinning, changing, and wholesale clearing of forests for
fuel, shelter, and agriculture—is among the most
important ways humans have transformed the
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environment. Surveying ten thousand years to trace
human-induced deforestation’s effect on economies,
societies, and landscapes around the world, Deforesting
the Earth is the preeminent history of this process and
its consequences. Beginning with the return of the
forests after the ice age to Europe, North America, and
the tropics, Michael Williams traces the impact of
human-set fires for gathering and hunting, land clearing
for agriculture, and other activities from the Paleolithic
age through the classical world and the medieval
period. He then focuses on forest clearing both within
Europe and by European imperialists and industrialists
abroad, from the 1500s to the early 1900s, in such
places as the New World, India, and Latin America, and
considers indigenous clearing in India, China, and Japan.
Finally, he covers the current alarming escalation of
deforestation, with our ever-increasing human
population placing a potentially unsupportable burden
on the world’s forests.

We Are Playing Football
Reviews the evidence underpinning the Anthropocene
as a geological epoch written by the Anthropocene
Working Group investigating it. The book discusses
ongoing changes to the Earth system within the context
of deep geological time, allowing a comparison between
the global transition taking place today with major
transitions in Earth history.

Deforesting the Earth
"Over the last half billion years, there have been five
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major mass extinctions, when the diversity of life on
Earth suddenly and dramatically contracted. Scientists
are currently monitoring the sixth extinction, predicted
to be the most devastating since the asteroid impact
that wiped out the dinosaurs. This time around the
cataclysm is us. In this book the author tells us why
and how human beings have altered life on the planet in
a way no species has before. She provides a moving
account of the disappearances of various species
occurring all around us and traces the evolution of
extinction as concept, from its first articulation by
Georges Cuvier in revolutionary Paris up to Lyell and
Darwin, and through the present day. The sixth
extinction is likely to be mankind's most lasting legacy,
compelling us to rethink the fundamental question of
what it means to be human". -- Back cover.

Back to the Garden
At the base of a steep cliff towering some 500 feet
above the coast of the remote N Pali district on the
island of Kaua'i, lies the spectacular historical and
archaeological site at Nu'alolo Kai. First excavated by
Bishop Museum archaeologists between 1958 and
1964, the site contained the well-preserved remains of
one of the largest and most diverse arrays of traditional
and historic artifacts ever found in Hawai'i. The house
sites that constitute the focus of Abundance and
Resilience were built over five centuries of occupation
and contained deeply buried, stratified deposits
extending more than nine feet beneath the surface. The
essays in this volume detail the work of archaeologists
associated with the University of Hawai'i who have
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been compiling and studying the animal remains
recovered from the excavations. The contributors
discuss the range of foods eaten by Hawaiians, the
ways in which particular species were captured and
harvested, and how these practices might have evolved
through changes in the climate and natural environment.
Adding to this are analyses of a sophisticated material
culture—how ancient Hawaiians fashioned animal
remains into artifacts such as ornaments made of shell,
pointed bird bone "pickers," sea urchin and coral files
and abraders, turtle shell combs, and bone handles for
k hili (feathered standards) used by Hawaiian royalty.
For researchers, Nu'alolo Kai opened up the world of
everyday life of indigenous Hawaiians between AD
1400 and 1900. More importantly, we learn how their
procurement and utilization of animals—wild marine
organisms and birds, as well as domesticated dogs and
pigs—affected local resources. Demonstrating that an
increased preference for introduced animals, such as
dogs and pigs, effectively limited negative impacts on
wild animal resources, the essays in Abundance and
Resilience collectively argue that the Hawaiian
community of Nu'alolo Kai practiced a sustainable form
of animal resource procurement and management for
five centuries.

Frauds, Myths, and Mysteries
This latest volume in the TRAC Themes in Theoretical
Roman Archaeology series takes up posthuman
theoretical perspectives to interpret Roman material
culture. These perspectives provide novel and
compelling ways of grappling with theoretical problems
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in Roman archaeology producing new knowledge and
questions about the complex relationships and
interactions between humans and non-humans in Roman
culture and society. Posthumanism constitutes a
multitude of theoretical positions characterised by
common critiques of anthropocentrism and human
exceptionalism. In part, they react to the dominance of
the linguistic turn in humanistic sciences. These
positions do not exclude “the human”, but instead
stress the mutual relationship between matter and
discourse. Moreover, they consider the agency of “nonhumans”, e.g., animals, material culture, landscapes,
climate, and ideas, their entanglement with humans, and
the situated nature of research. Posthumanism has had
substantial impacts in several fields (including critical
studies, archaeology, feminist studies, even politics)
but have not yet emerged in any fulsome way in
Classical Studies and Classical Archaeology. This is the
first volume on these themes in Roman Archaeology,
aimed at providing valuable perspectives into Roman
myth, art and material culture, displacing and
complicating notions of human exceptionalism and
individualist subjectivity. Contributions consider nonhuman agencies, particularly animal, material,
environmental, and divine agencies, critiques of binary
oppositions and gender roles, and the Anthropocene.
Ultimately, the papers stress that humans and nonhumans are entangled and imbricated in larger systems:
we are all post-human.

Prehistoric Archaeology on the Continental
Shelf
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Recent droughts in Africa and elsewhere in the world,
from China to Peru, have serious implications for food
security and grave consequences for local and
international politics. The issues do not just concern
the plight of African peoples, but also our global
ecological future. Global climatic changes become
manifest initially in regions that are marginal or
unstable. Africa's Sahel zone is one of the most
sensitive climatic regions in the world and the events
that have gripped that region beginning in the 1970's
were the first indicator of a significant shift in global
climatic conditions. This work aims to bring
archaeology with the domain on contemporary human
affairs and to forge a new methodology for coping with
environmental problems from an archaeological
perspective. Using the later prehistory of Africa as a
comparison, the utility of this methodological strategy
in interpreting culture change and assessing long-term
response to current, global climatic fluctuations is
examined and understood.

First Peoples in a New World
The chapters in this edited volume present multidisciplinary case studies of prehistoric archaeological
sites located on now-submerged portions of the
continental shelf. Each chapter represents an extension
of the known prehistoric record beyond the modern
shoreline. Case studies represent central themes of
landscape change, climate change and societal
development, using new technologies for mapping,
monitoring and managing these sites.
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The Anthropocene and the Humanities
Charting innovative directions in the environmental
humanities, this book examines the cultural history of
climate change under three broad headings: history,
writing and politics. Climate change compels us to
rethink many of our traditional means of historical
understanding, and demands new ways of relating
human knowledge, action and representations to the
dimensions of geological and evolutionary time. To
address these challenges, this book positions our
present moment of climatic knowledge within much
longer histories of climatic experience. Only in light of
these histories, it argues, can we properly understand
what climate means today across an array of discursive
domains, from politics, literature and law to neighbourly
conversation. Its chapters identify turning-points and
experiments in the construction of climates and of
atmospheres of sensation. They examine how
contemporary ecological thought has repoliticised the
representation of nature and detail vital aspects of the
history and prehistory of our climatic modernity. This
ground-breaking text will be of great interest to
researchers and postgraduate students in
environmental history, environmental governance,
history of ideas and science, literature and ecocriticism, political theory, cultural theory, as well as all
general readers interested in climate change.

Facing the Anthropocene
Since taking their first steps on this planet, humans
have changed the environment around them.
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Anthropocene: A New Introduction to World Prehistory
tells the comprehensive story of human prehistory
through the lens of anthropogenic environmental
change. Each chapter explains how and why ancient
humans transformed the Earth, linking prehistory to
today's greatest global challenge. As they explore this
record of the world's early people and societies,
authors Joy McCorriston and Julie Field reject the
traditional account of cultural evolution, instead
presenting a thematic organization that highlights our
Anthropocene narrative. Chapters are devoted to cities
and agriculture, but also to such topics as technology,
extinction, food production, writing and extractivism.
Chapter 9, 'Individuals and Identity,' considers human
identity and agency in more recent eras, and the book
ends with a contemporary chapter that takes a hopeful
look at the future.

Trade and Exchange
The Geologic Time Scale 2012, winner of a 2012
PROSE Award Honorable Mention for Best Multivolume Reference in Science from the Association of
American Publishers, is the framework for deciphering
the history of our planet Earth. The authors have been
at the forefront of chronostratigraphic research and
initiatives to create an international geologic time scale
for many years, and the charts in this book present the
most up-to-date, international standard, as ratified by
the International Commission on Stratigraphy and the
International Union of Geological Sciences. This 2012
geologic time scale is an enhanced, improved and
expanded version of the GTS2004, including chapters
Page 28/32

Access PDF World Prehistory And The
Anthropocene
on planetary scales, the Cryogenian-Ediacaran
periods/systems, a prehistory scale of human
development, a survey of sequence stratigraphy, and an
extensive compilation of stable-isotope
chemostratigraphy. This book is an essential reference
for all geoscientists, including researchers, students,
and petroleum and mining professionals. The
presentation is non-technical and illustrated with
numerous colour charts, maps and photographs. The
book also includes a detachable wall chart of the
complete time scale for use as a handy reference in the
office, laboratory or field. The most detailed
international geologic time scale available that
contextualizes information in one single reference for
quick desktop access. Gives insights in the
construction, strengths, and limitations of the geological
time scale that greatly enhances its function and its
utility. Aids understanding by combining with the
mathematical and statistical methods to scaled
composites of global succession of events. Meets the
needs of a range of users at various points in the
workflow (researchers extracting linear time from rock
records, students recognizing the geologic stage by
their content).

Nomads in Archaeology
A remarkable exploration of the science, history, and
politics of the Anthropocene, one of the most important
scientific ideas of our time, from two world-renowned
experts Meteorites, mega-volcanoes, and plate
tectonics—the old forces of nature—have transformed
Earth for millions of years. They are now joined by a
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new geological force—humans. Our actions have driven
Earth into a new geological epoch, the Anthropocene.
For the first time in our home planet's 4.5-billion-year
history a single species is increasingly dictating Earth's
future. To some the Anthropocene symbolizes a future
of superlative control of our environment. To others it
is the height of hubris, the illusion of our mastery over
nature. Whatever your view, just below the surface of
this odd-sounding scientific word, the Anthropocene, is
a heady mix of science, philosophy, and politics linked
to our deepest fears and utopian visions. Tracing our
environmental impacts through time, scientists Simon
Lewis and Mark Maslin reveal a new view of human
history and a new outlook for the future of humanity in
the unstable world we have created.
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